TEMPLATE – Letter to Parents 


[Date]

The Arizona Department of Environmental Quality has identified unnecessary vehicle idling as a contributor to air pollution and increased health risk for everyone, especially your children.  Ironically, one of the areas where a significant amount of unnecessary idling occurs is at schools by parents waiting to drop off and pick up their children.

To illustrate this point, consider that just one vehicle dropping off and picking up one child at one school puts about three pounds of pollution into the air per month.  In addition, idling consumes from one-half gallon to one gallon of fuel per hours, and uses more fuel than turning on and off your engine.  

We have included a fact sheet with this letter to give you more information on the hazards of idling and to help illustrate just why this issue is so critical.

During the school year, the students of your school will be part of a comprehensive “No Idling” program.  The Arizona Department of Environmental Quality encourages you take part in this program by eliminating idling and sign the enclosed “No Idling” pledge form then return it to school with your child.  Every parent who signs a pledge form will receive a “Thank You” gift from a local business.  Eighty percent class participation will earn the class a [reward option] donated from [Name of Business].

While eliminating idling in school zones, we also ask that you become an active participant in improving air quality and reducing health risks by eliminating idling at ATM machines, drive-thru lanes, train gates, and running into a place of business for a “quick stop.”
This simple but critical change of idling your vehicle no longer than 30 seconds will drastically improve the air quality in your neighborhoods and at your schools and will improve the air we and our children breathe.
Thank you for your support of this program.

