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[SCHOOL OR ORGANIZATION] LAUNCHES “THERE’S SOMETHING IN THE AIR” CHALLENGING PARENTS TO REDUCE VEHICLE IDLING

Vehicle exhaust is one of the primary contributors to hazardous air pollutants in Arizona, adding to rising rates of childhood asthma.

[City, State] [Date] – Parents who idle their cars while dropping off and picking up their children at school probably are not aware that they may be putting their children at serious health risk.  The Arizona Department of Environmental Quality’s “There’s Something in the Air-No Idling” campaign, [School or Organization name] is asking parents to help keep kids healthy by turning off their car engines.  Vehicle emissions are a major cause of air pollution, which contributes to increased rates of asthma, cancer, and other respiratory ailments.

When students come home from their first days of school next week, they will hand their parents a card to sign, pledging not to idle any car they drive.  Classes at [School names] will compete for the most pledge cards returned, and those with a 100% pledge rate will receive [Prize].  These rewards are being provided as a “Thank You” from local businesses.

Asthma is the most common chronic illness in children and the cause of most school absences.  One out of every 10 children in the State has been diagnosed with asthma and children’s asthma symptoms increase as a result of increased exposure to car exhaust.

“The health of our children rests on all of our shoulders,” said [Name, Title, of head of school or organization].  “It is estimated that in just one month, the average drive picking up and dropping off their children generates three pounds of emissions.  Just by turning off the ignition, we can make a huge difference in the quality or the air we breathe.”
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