TEMPLATE – Letter to Parents


Dear Parent: 

The [Name of Organization] has identified outdoor air pollution as a contributor to possible increased health risk to our community and the children.  Some areas where children may be exposed to higher levels outdoor air pollution is at school while playing outside during high pollution events.  Children typically breathe one and a-half to two times as fast as adults.  This increases the possibility of triggering an asthma attack or overall respiratory distress.  
Air quality issues are also related to the type of pollutant.  Particulate matter concentrations tend to be highest in the early mornings while children are walking to school.  Ozone is often higher late in the afternoon when children are engaging in after-school sports.

Your school will be participating in a program that uses different colored flags to notify the public of air quality issues.  The flag will correspond to air quality forecasts for your area.  The color of the flag will indicate the air quality level and actions that will help reduce exposure to outdoor air pollution.
During the school year, the students at your school will be part of a flag program called, "There’s Something in the Air!”  The [Name of Organization] encourages you to sign the enclosed pledge card and return it to school with your child.  Every parent who signs a pledge card will receive a "Thank You" gift from a local business.  Eighty percent class participation will earn the class [Reward Description] donated from [Name of Local Business].

We ask that you become an active participant in your child’s respiratory health by observing the flag program.  
Thank you for your support of this program!
