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June 20, 2007 
 

Re: Implementation of Executive Order 2007-03, signed January 8, 2007, Regarding     
       Leafblowers and Gas Powered Equipment 

 
To All Agency Directors: 
 
As you know, Governor Napolitano issued Executive Order 2007-03 January 8, 2007 instructing 
State agencies to undertake several measures to reduce air pollution.  Among these directives is a 
ban on leaf blowers and gasoline-powered landscape maintenance equipment on State property 
in Maricopa, Pima and Pinal Counties by June 30, 2007.  The primary purpose for the ban is to 
combat particulate and ozone pollution in these counties. For example, in 2005 there were 20 
exceedances of the federal health standard for particulate pollution in the Phoenix metropolitan 
area and 23 exceedances in 2006. Likewise, the federal eight-hour ozone standard was exceeded 
on 13 days in 2005 in the Phoenix metropolitan area and on 11 days in 2006. 
 
The purpose of this letter is to help each agency comply with the ban and to collect information 
that will enable ADEQ to demonstrate statewide compliance with this provision of the Executive 
Order.  A copy of the Executive Order is attached for your reference (Attachment 1).  Also 
attached are the specific requirements associated with the ban on leaf blowers and gasoline-
powered landscape maintenance equipment on State property in Maricopa, Pima and Pinal 
Counties (Attachment 2).  This information is also available on the ADEQ Web site at 
www.azdeq.gov/environ/air/prevent/download/landscapes.pdf. 
 
These guidelines apply, effective immediately, to all State procurement of landscaping services 
and landscaping equipment in Maricopa, Pinal, and Pima Counties. 
The exceptions to these requirements are as follows: 
 

1)  For emergency maintenance 
2)  When an Agency demonstrates that manual, electric, or propane equipment is not 

available for the desired purpose  
3)  When an Agency is in a private sector lease and the State does not lease the entire facility 

 
Please list the existing landscape equipment affected by this order and identify the type and 
planned or actual purchase date of proposed or already-acquired replacement equipment.  Please 
return the completed list to ADEQ by July 6, 2007 by email to Moring.Daniel@azdeq.gov.  To 
assist compliance with these guidelines, the attached table can be used to track an agency’s 
completed and scheduled replacement of older polluting equipment (Attachment 3).  The table 
includes optional columns that may be helpful for an agency’s internal project management.   
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Additionally, State Contract Number SCC070014-A1, Landscape, Turf and Athletic Lawn and 
Garden Equipment, Utility Vehicles, and Utility Trailers is available to assist your agency in the 
purchase of equipment to meet the outlined standards.  The contract information is available on 
the SPIRIT system at www.spirit.az.gov.  Attached for your reference is a description of the 
equipment categories on the contract and the contractors awarded per category (Attachment 4).  
This represents a partial list of equipment that satisfies the Executive Order and includes 
equipment permitted for State use outside of Maricopa, Pinal, and Pima Counties.   If you need 
further assistance in identifying equipment that meets these standards, please contact  
Dan Moring with ADEQ at (602) 771-4211. 
 
Please also remember that the Executive Order requirements must be incorporated when 
initiating or renewing a lease for an entire facility in Maricopa, Pinal and Pima Counties.  The 
State may not compel a mid-term change in an existing lease and is not requiring approved 
equipment where the State does not lease the entire facility.  In these cases, we ask that the 
agency contact their lessor to inquire whether they would be willing to adopt the State’s 
requirements. 
 
Thank you in advance for your timely response, and I look forward to working with you on this 
important issue. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Lori Faeth, Policy Advisor     William Bell, Director 
Office of the Governor     ADOA 

 
Steve Owens, Director 
ADEQ 
 
 
Attachments: 
1.  Executive Order 2007-03, Improving Air Quality,  
2.  ADEQ Requirements for Sections 4 and 5 
3.  Sample Equipment Plan to Reduce Emissions of Pollutants 
4.  Contract Information (Equipment and Vendor Lists) 
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