MARICOPA COUNTY DUST CONTROL FORECAST
ISSUED Thursday, September 29, 2016
Five-day weather outlook:
Note: During active monsoon periods, strong outflow winds from even distant thunderstorms
can generate periods of dense blowing dust.
Dust levels in the atmosphere have cleared out nicely since yesterday morning. Air quality is now doing great and
being helped further by showers in the area. A shortwave trough currently moving through the region is producing fairly
widespread showers and thunderstorms throughout much of Arizona. Weather conditions will calm down quite a bit
tomorrow, but there might be enough residual moisture for a few isolated thunderstorms to develop tomorrow afternoon.
Dry and fairly calm conditions are expected over the weekend, but winds will slightly increase due to an approaching
upper-level trough. Trough passage will then come on Monday which will bring the strongest winds of the week.
Fortunately, we don't anticipate winds being strong enough for major dust impacts. We will continue to monitor the
approaching system and if it begins to look like it will be stronger than anticipated we may increase the risk level. For
now, we will be keeping the dust risk Low through the forecast period. Check back tomorrow for the next update. –
R.Nicoll
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DUST RISK LEVEL

Day 1: Fri. 9/30/2016

Mainly light winds
expected.

+

Light stagnation in the
morning.

=

LOW

Day 2: Sat. 10/1/2016

Westerly winds 5-10
mph.

+

Light stagnation in the
morning.

=

LOW

Day 3: Sun. 10/2/2016

Southwesterly winds
5-15 mph.

+

No stagnation.

=

LOW

EXTENDED OUTLOOK

Day 4: Mon. 10/3/2016

Westerly winds 5-15
mph, gusting over 20
mph.

+

No stagnation.

=

LOW

Day 5: Tue. 10/4/2016

Northwesterly winds
5-15 mph.

+

No stagnation.

=

LOW

The Maricopa County Dust Control Action Forecast is issued to assist in the planning of work activities to
help reduce dust pollution. To review the complete air quality forecast for the Phoenix metropolitan area,
as well as the health impacts for different air pollutants refer to ADEQ's Air Quality Forecast at
http://legacy.azdeq.gov/environ/air/ozone/ensemble.pdf.
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