
Meeting Summary 
Agricultural Best Management Practices Technical Workgroup 

Wednesday, October 21, 2009, 1:30 p.m. 
Arizona Department of Environmental Quality 

Conference Room 3175 A & B 
1110 W. Washington St., Phoenix, Arizona  85007 

 
 
Discussion Points: 
 
1) Welcome; Introductions & Review of Agenda  
 Co-chairs Earl Petznick Jr. and Kevin Rogers asked the Technical Workgroup to 

introduce themselves and their organizational affiliation. 
 
2) Review of BMP Committee’s Charge to Technical Workgroup   
 Kevin Rogers read the charge from the Agricultural BMP Committee to the Technical 

Workgroup. 
 
3) Review of Best Available Control Measures, Rule, and SIP Revisions 
 Corky Martinkovic and Nancy Wrona, both from ADEQ Air Quality Division, described 

the background and history of Best Available Control Measures (BACM), Conservation 
Management Programs in California, history of the BMP Program in Arizona, and the 
implications of Senate Bill 1225 for the BMP Program. 

 
4) Action Items 
 1.  ADEQ to review South Coast AQMD Rule #403 
 2.  ADEQ to check the status of Committee nominations at the Governor’s Office 
 3.  ADEQ to review rulemaking restrictions due to rule moratorium 
 4.  ADEQ to review California’s civil penalty statutes 

 5.  ADEQ to contact Dan Thelander regarding holding a Committee meeting to discuss a 
motion to request a release of the rule revision as it pertains to the Governor’s Rule 
Moratorium. 

 6.  Agricultural sectors send handouts to ADEQ prior to TWG meetings as appropriate 
 7.  NRCS to provide information on BMPs/CMPs 
 

5) Adjournment 
 Kevin Rogers and Earl Petznick Jr. adjourned the meeting at 3:40 p.m. 
 
 
For additional information contact Corky Martinkovic, 602-771-2372 or dam@azdeq.gov; or 
Lisa Tomczak, 602-771-4450 or lt5@azdeq.gov 
 
 



Charge of the Agricultural Best Management Practices Workgroup 
 
 
The Agricultural Best Management Practices Committee has appointed a Technical Workgroup 
to develop BMPs for the agricultural sectors added by Senate Bill 1225.  The Workgroup will 
divide into three sub-groups for each sector – feedlots, dairies, and swine and poultry – to 
develop preliminary recommendations for their respective sectors.  A fourth sub-group will also 
meet to review existing BMPs.  The Technical Workgroup will then review all of the 
recommendations and decide on the final recommendations to the Committee.   
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Senate Engrossed
 
 
 
 
State of Arizona 
Senate 
Forty-ninth Legislature 
First Regular Session 
2009 
 
 

SENATE BILL 1225 
 
 

 
AN ACT 

 
AMENDING SECTION 49-457, ARIZONA REVISED STATUTES; RELATING TO AIR POLLUTION 
CONTROL. 
 
 

(TEXT OF BILL BEGINS ON NEXT PAGE) 
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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona: 1 
Section 1.  Section 49-457, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to 2 

read: 3 
49-457.  Agricultural best management practices committee; 4 

members; powers; permits; definitions 5 
A.  A best management practices committee for regulated agricultural 6 

activities is established.  7 
B.  The committee shall consist of: 8 
1.  The director of environmental quality or the director's designee. 9 
2.  The director of the Arizona department of agriculture or the 10 

director's designee. 11 
3.  The dean of the college of agriculture of the university of Arizona 12 

or the dean's designee. 13 
4.  The state director of the United States natural resources 14 

conservation service or the director's designee. 15 
5.  One person actively engaged in the production of citrus. 16 
6.  One person actively engaged in the production of vegetables. 17 
7.  One person actively engaged in the production of cotton. 18 
8.  One person actively engaged in the production of alfalfa. 19 
9.  One person actively engaged in the production of grain. 20 
10.  One soil taxonomist from the university of Arizona college of 21 

agriculture. 22 
11.  ONE PERSON ACTIVELY ENGAGED IN THE OPERATION OF A BEEF CATTLE FEED 23 

LOT. 24 
12.  ONE PERSON ACTIVELY ENGAGED IN THE OPERATION OF A DAIRY. 25 
13.  ONE PERSON ACTIVELY ENGAGED IN THE OPERATION OF A POULTRY FACILITY. 26 
14.  ONE PERSON ACTIVELY ENGAGED IN THE OPERATION OF A SWINE FACILITY. 27 
15.  ONE PERSON WHO IS EMPLOYED BY A COUNTY AIR QUALITY DEPARTMENT OR 28 

AGENCY. 29 
C.  The governor shall appoint the members designated pursuant to 30 

subsection B, paragraphs 5 through 10 15 of this section for a term of six 31 
years.  Members may be reappointed.  Members are not entitled to compensation 32 
for their services but are entitled to receive reimbursement of expenses 33 
pursuant to title 38, chapter 4, article 2. 34 

D.  The committee shall elect a chairman from the appointed members to 35 
serve a two year term. 36 

E.  The committee shall meet at the call of the chairman or at the 37 
request of a majority of the appointed members. 38 

F.  The department of environmental quality, the Arizona department of 39 
agriculture and the college of agriculture of the university of Arizona shall 40 
cooperate with and provide technical assistance and any necessary information 41 
to the committee.  The department of environmental quality shall provide the 42 
necessary staff support and meeting facilities for the committee. 43 

G.  Notwithstanding subsections I, J and K of this section, a person 44 
engaged in a regulated agricultural activity on August 21, 1998 shall comply 45 
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with the general permit as provided in subsection H of this section by 1 
December 31, 2001.  A person who commences a regulated agricultural activity 2 
after December 31, 2000 shall comply with the general permit within eighteen 3 
months of commencing the activity. 4 

H.  By June 10, 2000, The committee shall adopt, by rule, an 5 
agricultural general permit specifying best management practices for 6 
regulated agricultural activities to reduce PM-10 particulate emissions.  A 7 
person WHO IS subject to an agricultural general permit pursuant to this 8 
section is not subject to a permit issued pursuant to section 49-426 except 9 
as provided in subsection K of this section.  The committee shall adopt by 10 
rule a list of best management practices, at least two of which shall be used 11 
to demonstrate compliance with applicable provisions of the general permit no 12 
later than December 31, 2007.  Best management practices may vary within the 13 
regulated area, according to regional or geographical conditions or cropping 14 
patterns.  The director shall submit the rule to the United States 15 
environmental protection agency as a revision to the applicable 16 
implementation plan no later than December 31, 2007. 17 

I.  If the director determines that a person WHO IS engaged in a 18 
regulated activity is not in compliance with the general permit, and that 19 
person has not previously been subject to a compliance order issued pursuant 20 
to this section, the director may serve upon ON the person by certified mail 21 
an order requiring compliance with the general permit and notifying the 22 
person of the opportunity for a hearing pursuant to title 41, chapter 6, 23 
article 10.  The order shall state with reasonable particularity the nature 24 
of the noncompliance and shall specify that the person has a period that the 25 
director determines is reasonable, but is not less than six months, to submit 26 
a plan to the supervisors of the natural resource conservation district in 27 
which the person engages in the regulated activity that specifies the best 28 
management practices from among those adopted in rule pursuant to subsection 29 
H of this section that the person will use to comply with the general permit. 30 

J.  If the director determines that a person WHO IS engaged in a 31 
regulated activity is not in compliance with the general permit, and that 32 
person has previously submitted a plan pursuant to subsection I of this 33 
section, the director may serve upon ON the person by certified mail an order 34 
requiring compliance with the general permit and notifying the person of the 35 
opportunity for a hearing pursuant to title 41, chapter 6, article 10.  The 36 
order shall state with reasonable particularity the nature of the 37 
noncompliance and shall specify that the person has a period that the 38 
director determines is reasonable, but is not less than six months, to submit 39 
a plan to the department that specifies the best management practices from 40 
among those adopted in rule pursuant to subsection H of this section that the 41 
person will use to comply with the general permit. 42 

K.  If a person fails to comply with the plan submitted pursuant to 43 
subsection J of this section, the director may revoke the agricultural 44 
general permit for that person and require that the person obtain an 45 
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individual permit pursuant to section 49-426.  A revocation becomes effective 1 
after the director has provided the person with notice and an opportunity for 2 
a hearing pursuant to title 41, chapter 6, article 10. 3 

L.  The committee may periodically reexamine, evaluate and modify best 4 
management practices.  Any approved modifications shall be submitted to the 5 
United States environmental protection agency as a revision to the applicable 6 
implementation plan. 7 

M.  The committee shall develop and commence an education program by 8 
June 10, 2000.  The education program shall be conducted by the director or 9 
the director's designee or designees. 10 

N.  A BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICE ADOPTED PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION DOES 11 
NOT AFFECT ANY APPLICABLE REQUIREMENTS IN AN APPLICABLE IMPLEMENTATION PLAN 12 
OR ANY OTHER APPLICABLE REQUIREMENTS OF THE CLEAN AIR ACT, INCLUDING SECTION 13 
110(l) OF THE ACT (42 UNITED STATES CODE SECTION 7410(l)).   14 

N.  O.  In FOR THE PURPOSES OF this section, unless the context 15 
otherwise requires: 16 

1.  "Agricultural general permit" means best management practices that: 17 
(a)  Reduce PM-10 particulate emissions from tillage practices and from 18 

harvesting on a commercial farm. 19 
(b)  Reduce PM-10 particulate emissions from those areas of a 20 

commercial farm that are not normally in crop production. 21 
(c)  Reduce PM-10 particulate emissions from those areas of a 22 

commercial farm that are normally in crop production including prior to plant 23 
emergence and when the land is not in crop production. 24 

(d)  REDUCE PM-10 PARTICULATE EMISSIONS FROM THE ACTIVITIES OF A DAIRY, 25 
A BEEF CATTLE FEED LOT, A POULTRY FACILITY OR A SWINE FACILITY, INCLUDING 26 
PRACTICES RELATING TO THE FOLLOWING: 27 

(i)  UNPAVED ACCESS CONNECTIONS. 28 
(ii)  UNPAVED ROADS OR FEED LANES. 29 
(iii)  ANIMAL WASTE HANDLING AND TRANSPORTING. 30 
(iv)  ARENAS, CORRALS AND PENS. 31 
2.  "Applicable implementation plan" means that term as defined in 42 32 

United States Code section 7601(q). 33 
3.  "Best management practices" means techniques that are verified by 34 

scientific research and that on a case by case basis are practical, 35 
economically feasible and effective in reducing PM-10 particulate emissions 36 
from a regulated agricultural activity. 37 

4.  "Maricopa PM-10 particulate nonattainment area" means the Phoenix 38 
planning area as set forth in 40 Code of Federal Regulations section 81.303. 39 

5.  "Regulated agricultural activities" means commercial farming 40 
practices that may produce PM-10 particulate emissions within the regulated 41 
area, INCLUDING ACTIVITIES OF A DAIRY, A BEEF CATTLE FEED LOT, A POULTRY 42 
FACILITY AND A SWINE FACILITY. 43 
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6.  "Regulated area" means ANY OF THE FOLLOWING: 1 
(a)  The Maricopa PM-10 PARTICULATE nonattainment area.  and 2 
(b)  Any portion of area A that is located in a county with a 3 

population of two million or more persons. 4 
(c)  ANY OTHER PM-10 PARTICULATE NONATTAINMENT AREA ESTABLISHED IN THIS 5 

STATE ON OR AFTER JUNE 1, 2009.  6 
Sec. 2.  Rule making; compliance 7 
A.  On or before June 30, 2010, the agricultural best management 8 

practices committee established by section 49-457, Arizona Revised Statutes, 9 
as amended by this act, shall adopt by rule an agricultural general permit 10 
that specifies best management practices for regulated agricultural 11 
activities to reduce PM-10 particulate emissions from dairy operations, beef 12 
cattle feed lot operations, poultry facility operations and swine facility 13 
operations. 14 

B.  A person who engages in regulated agricultural activity from a 15 
dairy, a beef cattle feed lot, a poultry facility or a swine facility shall 16 
comply with the general permit within six months after the effective date of 17 
the general permit. 18 

Sec. 3.  New PM-10 particulate nonattainment areas; best 19 
management practices; retroactivity 20 

A.  Notwithstanding any other statute, a rule or ordinance that is 21 
adopted after June 1, 2009 and that regulates PM-10 particulate emissions 22 
from commercial farming or animal production in an area that has not been 23 
designated as a nonattainment area for PM-10 emissions by June 1, 2009 may be 24 
adopted only pursuant to an agricultural best management practices program 25 
that is consistent with the program established pursuant to section 49-457, 26 
Arizona Revised Statutes. 27 

B.  This section applies retroactively to June 1, 2009. 28 
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Section I 
Purpose 
To reduce the dust and corresponding PM10 emissions (Particulate Matter less than 10 microns 
in diameter) generated from agricultural operations and to meet federal requirements to 
implement appropriate particulate matter reduction programs.  

Rule 403 Applicability 
Agricultural operations that have 10 contiguous acres or less or are primarily used for the 
purpose of raising fowl or animals will remain exempt from Rule 403.  Agricultural operations in 
excess of 10 contiguous acres and are conducted within the Coachella Valley (see Figure 1 
below) can voluntarily implement the conservation practices and complete the self-monitoring 
form no later than January 1, 2005, and maintain their exemption from all Rule 403 
requirements.  After January 1, 2005, producers who do not implement the conservation 
practices become subject to all other Rule 403 requirements.  Failure to meet Rule 403 
requirements may result in mandatory conservation class(es), required dust control plans, fines, 
or other penalties. 

FIGURE 1 
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Section I 
Conservation Practice Selection 
Producers who voluntarily implement the minimum number of conservation practices 
listed under each category in Section II by January 1, 2005, and complete and maintain 
the self-monitoring form (Section V) will be exempt from the requirements of Rule 403.  
The list of conservation practices may be updated periodically to reflect any new 
developments in control technology.  Producers that do not elect to implement sufficient 
conservation practices become subject to all Rule 403 requirements beginning January 1, 
2005. 

The list of conservation practices is divided into the six categories presented below.  The 
italicized text underneath the category descriptions represent the minimum number of 
conservation practices to be implemented in order to maintain a Rule 403 exemption.  
Producers can also choose alternative conservation practices or provide a technical 
justification if the minimum number of conservation practices for a category (e.g., 
inactive) can not be implemented on-site (see Sections III and IV). 

1. Active - applicable to agricultural activities involved in disturbing the soil (not 
applicable to established orchards, vine crops, nurseries, range land, date 
groves and irrigated pasture). 

(producers must cease activities during wind conditions greater than 25 mph (as 
specified in AQMD Rule 403.1 and implement at least one of the other conservation 
practices.  Additional information on the tilling prohibitions is included Section II under 
the heading – Activity Modification)  

2. Inactive - applicable to agricultural sites when no soil disturbance activities are being 
conducted  (not applicable to established orchards, vine crops, nurseries, 
range land, date groves and irrigated pasture) 

(at least three of the conservation practices must be implemented within this category) 

3. Farm Yard Areas - applicable to disturbed surfaces used by people or vehicles (e.g., 
equipment storage yards) on at least eight calendar days per year 

(at least one of the conservation practices must be implemented within this category) 

4. Track-Out - applicable to vehicles or other equipment carrying soil from an unpaved 
surface to a paved public road 

(at least one of the conservation practices must be implemented within this category) 

5. Unpaved Roads - applicable to private unpaved roads used by producers 

(producers must implement a surface treatment when more than 25 vehicles per day use 
an unpaved and at least one of the conservation practices must be implemented during 
other time periods) 

6. Storage Piles - applicable accumulations of material 

(at least one of the conservation practices must be implemented within this category)
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Section I 
Alternative Conservation Practices  
Producers can implement alternative conservation practices that are more suitable to their 
specific farming operations.  Producers that elect to implement alternative conservation 
practices and want to qualify for the Rule 403 exemption must provide a description of 
the alternative conservation practices to the AQMD.  Please refer to Section III (page 11) 
of this Handbook for AQMD submittal instructions. 

Technical Justifications  
In the event that there are special technical (e.g., non-economic) circumstances, including 
safety, which prevent implementation of the minimum number of conservation practices 
for each category in Section II, producers can submit a justification statement to the 
AQMD.  The justification statement must explain the reason(s) why the suggested 
minimum number of conservation practices within a category can not be implemented 
on-site.  Please refer to Section IV (page 12) of this Handbook for AQMD submittal 
instructions. 

Conservation Practice Implementation Guidance 
Technical assistance with selecting, adopting, and implementing any of the conservation 
practices listed in Section II is available, free of charge, from your local Farm Bureau, 
Resource Conservation District (RCD), or Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) office.  Cost-sharing incentives to implement practices that reduce dust may also 
be available from these resource agencies.  Phone numbers of local Farm Bureau, 
Riverside County Cooperative Extension, RCD, and NRCS offices are listed below.  

Farm Bureau/NRCS/RCD Offices 

Riverside County Farm Bureau (951) 684-6732 (888) 383-5684 

Riverside County Cooperative Extension  (951) 683-6491 (760) 863-8293 

Riverside Resource Conservation District  (951) 683-7691 

Indio NRCS offices  (760) 347-3675 
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Section II 
1. Active Conservation Practices 

Exempted operations: established orchards, date groves, vine crops, nurseries, range land, 
and irrigated pasture 

Producers that want a Rule 403 exemption must implement the Activity Modification 
conservation practice and at least one of the other conservation practices. 

Activity Modification (Mandatory) 

Cease agricultural tilling or soil mulching activities (does not include harvesting 
activities) during wind conditions in excess of 25 miles per hour (mph) consistent with 
AQMD Rule 403.1 paragraphs (d)(5) and (i)(3).  A one-day exemption from this 
prohibition is allowed if wind conditions in excess of 25 mph have occurred on six hours 
or more hours on each of two previous consecutive days.  Additionally, if 25 mph wind 
conditions have occurred during sixty or more cumulative hours of active operations 
within a calendar month, the tilling / soil mulching prohibitions will no longer be 
applicable for the remainder of the month.  To invoke these exemptions, records of wind 
conditions must be maintained and made available to the Executive Officer upon request. 

Producers that want a Rule 403 exemption must implement at least one of the other four 
conservation practices listed below. 

1.  Soil Moisture Monitoring  

Ensure adequate soil moisture levels at the time of tillage or soil maintenance activities to 
prevent visible dust emissions from extending more than 100 feet from any source within 
the agricultural parcel. 

2.  Irrigation System  

Irrigate or bed fields as soon as feasible based on Coachella Valley crop schedule after 
land leveling or releveling to prevent the field being left in a smooth dry condition.  If the 
field will not be planted based on the Coachella Valley crop schedule, then stabilize or 
implement Inactive Conservation Practices (e.g., surface roughing, cover crop, etc.). 

3.  Minimum Tillage  

Utilize conservation tillage practices to manage the amount, orientation and distribution 
of crop and other plant residues on the soil surface year-round, while growing crops in 
narrow slots or tilled strips.  Your local NRCS, RCD, or Riverside County Cooperative 
Extension office can provide guidance on various minimum tillage practices. 

4.  Mulching  

Uniformly distribute plant residues, manure, or other suitable materials not produced on 
the site to the soil surface prior to disturbing the soil. 
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Section II 

2. Inactive Conservation Practices 
Exempted operations: established orchards, date groves, vine crops, nurseries, range land, 
and irrigated pasture 

Producers that want a Rule 403 exemption must implement at least three of the following 
eight conservation practices listed below. 

1.  Cover Crop 

Establish a cover crop that establishes a minimum of 60 percent ground cover on fields 
that will remain fallow until the next crop planting.  Vegetative growth to be managed, if 
necessary, by mowing, grazing, approved chemicals or other means that maintain the 
necessary cover.  (Native or volunteer vegetation that meets the minimum ground cover 
requirements also represents an acceptable cover crop). 

2.  Crop Residue Management 

Maintain crop residues from previous crops that establishes a minimum of 60 percent 
ground cover on fields that will remain fallow until the next crop planting.  Implements 
such as undercutters or sweeps that sever roots and lift weeds without burying or 
destroying much of the residue are most efficient for maintaining surface cover. 

3.  Surface Roughening  

Conduct surface roughening by bedding, rough disking, or tillage that leaves the surface 
covered with stable clods.  Disc fallow fields in the early spring to get the winter weeds 
before they mature seed and before it dries out so clods will be produced.  List or bed up 
in May to get early summer weeds before they seed and before it is too dry to bed. 

4.  Minimum Tillage  

Utilize conservation tillage practices to manage the amount, orientation and distribution 
of crop and other plant residues on the soil surface year-round, while growing crops in 
narrow slots or tilled strips.  Your local Farm Bureau, NRCS, or Riverside County 
Cooperative Extension, office can provide guidance on various minimum tillage 
practices. 
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Section II 

2. Inactive Conservation Practices (Concluded) 
Exempted operations: orchards, date groves, vine crops, nurseries, range land, and 
irrigated pasture 

5.  Cross Wind Stripcropping  

Establish crops in strips established across the prevailing wind erosion direction and 

arranged so that strips susceptible to wind erosion are alternated with strips having a 

protective cover that is resistant to wind erosion. 

6.  Field Windbreaks  

Plant or maintain a single or multiple row of trees or shrubs adjacent to windward edge of 

the field as close to perpendicular as practical with the direction of erosive winds.  Avoid 

conflicts with any above or below ground utilities.  Local Farm Bureau, Riverside 

County Cooperative Extension, or NRCS office can provide technical assistance on 

selecting proper tree species, appropriate spacing, and maintenance requirements. 

7.  Ridge Roughness 

Establish ridges by normal tillage and planting equipment as close to perpendicular as 

practical with the direction of erosive winds (not appropriate for unstable soils such as 

sands or loamy sands).  After establishment, ridges shall be maintained through those 

periods when wind erosion is expected to occur, or until growing crops provide enough 

cover to protect the soil from wind erosion. 

8.  Wind Barriers  

Plant or maintain perennial or annual plants interspersed throughout a crop field as close 

to perpendicular as practical with the direction of erosive winds.  To be effective, the 

selected plant(s) must create a stand at least three feet tall.  Selection of plants for wind 

barriers should favor species or varieties tolerant to herbicides used on adjacent crops.  

Local Farm Bureau, Riverside County Cooperative Extension, RCD, or NRCS offices can 

provide technical assistance on selecting proper tree species, appropriate spacing, and 

maintenance requirements. 
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Section II 

3. Farm Yard Area Conservation Practices 
Farm yard areas refer to disturbed surfaces used by people or vehicles (e.g., equipment 

storage yards) on at least eight calendar days per year. 

Exempted operations: none 

Producers that want a Rule 403 exemption must implement at least one of the four 

conservation practices listed below. 

1.  Vegetation 

Establish or maintain vegetation at sufficient density to prevent wind driven dust. 

2.  Dust Suppressants 

Apply water or approved chemical stabilizers at a sufficient quantity and frequency to 

prevent wind driven dust. 

3.  Surface Area Modification 

Apply material with low silt content (i.e., asphalt, concrete, recycled road base, or gravel 

to a minimum depth of four inches) at sufficient quantity and frequency to prevent wind 

driven dust. 

4.  Disturbed Surface Area Reduction 

Reduce farm yard area by at least 50 percent from the original disturbed surface area.  To 

qualify, the original disturbed surface area must be treated (e.g., vegetation, watering that 

establishes a crust, chemical stabilization, etc.) to prevent wind driven dust. 
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Section II 

4. Track-Out Conservation Practices 
Exempted operations: none 

Producers that want a Rule 403 exemption must implement at least one of the three 
conservation practices listed below. 

1.  Track-Out Area Improvements 

Pave or apply chemical stabilization at sufficient concentration and frequency to maintain 
a stabilized surface starting from the point of intersection with the public paved surface, 
and extending for a centerline distance of at least 100 feet with an acceptable width to 
accommodate traffic ingress and egress from the site. 

2.  Track-Out Prevention 

Check or clean the undercarriage and wheels on haul trucks before leaving field or install 
a track-out control device to prevent the track-out of soil onto paved public roads. 

3.  End of Row Equipment Turn Around Areas 

Prohibit turning tractors and implements on paved public roads if soil will be dropped on 
the road or clean pavement after practices have ceased. 

Note: the California Motor Vehicle Code (CVC) prohibits the depositing of soil on 
highways and requires removal of such material.  Text from CVC section 23112(b) and 
23113(a) is included below. 

CVC 23112(b) 

No person shall place, deposit, or dump, or cause to be placed, deposited, or 
dumped, any rocks, refuse, garbage, or dirt in or upon any highway, including any 
portion of the right-of-way thereof, without the consent of the state or local agency 
having jurisdiction over the highway. 

CVC 23113(a) 

Any person who drops, dumps, deposits, or throws, or causes or permits to be 
dropped, dumped, deposited, placed, or thrown, upon any highway or street any 
material described in section 23112 … shall immediately remove the material or 
cause the material to be removed 
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Section II 

5. Unpaved Roads Conservation Practices 
Exempted operations: none 

Producers that want a Rule 403 exemption must implement the surface improvement 
conservation practice when more than 25 vehicles per day will utilize the unpaved road 

and at least one of the other conservation practices during all other times. 

Surface Treatment (Mandatory) 

Treat unpaved roads when more than 25 vehicles per day will use the road.  Treatment 
options include water, mulch, chemical dust suppressants or material with a low silt 
content (i.e., asphalt, concrete, recycled road base, or gravel to a minimum depth of four 
inches) such that visible dust emissions do not exceed 20 percent opacity.  Unpaved farm 
roads should be treated early enough so that mud will not stick to tires and be carried 
onto paved public roads.   

Producers that want a Rule 403 exemption must also implement at least one of the three 
conservation practices listed below. 

1.  Speed Control 

Control speed to 15 miles per hour (mph) on untreated unpaved roads through worker 
notifications, signage, or any other necessary means. 

2.  Access Restriction 

Restrict access to private unpaved roads currently used by the public either through 
signage or physical access restrictions. 

3.  Unpaved Road Treatments 

Treat unpaved roads with water, mulch, chemical dust suppressants, or low silt content 
material (i.e., asphalt, concrete, recycled road base, or gravel to a minimum depth of four 
inches) during heavy use periods.   
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Section II 

6. Storage Pile Conservation Practices 
Exempted operations: none 

Does not apply to storage of material with a low silt content (i.e., gravel) 

Producers that want a Rule 403 exemption must implement at least one of the four 
conservation practices listed below. 

1.  Wind Sheltering 

Enclose material in a three-sided barrier equal to the height of the material.  Open side of 
the barrier should be oriented to the leeward (downwind) side of the material.   

2.  Watering 

Apply water at a sufficient quantity and frequency to prevent wind driven dust. 

3.  Chemical Stabilization 

Apply an approved dust suppressants at a sufficient quantity and frequency to prevent 
wind driven dust.  Best for use on storage piles subject to infrequent disturbances. 

4.  Covering 

Install tarps, plastic, or other material as a temporary cover.  Coverings should be 
anchored to prevent wind from removing the cover. 
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Section III 

Submittal Instructions for Alternative Conservation Practices 

Producers can voluntarily implement alternative conservation practices that are more 
suitable to their specific farming operations.  However, producers that elect to implement 
alternative conservation practices and want to qualify for the Rule 403 exemption must 
provide a description of the alternative conservation practices to the AQMD.  

Producers that want to implement alternative conservation practices must notify the 
AQMD by December 1, 2004, or 30 days prior to starting a new farming operation. 
The notification must include a description of the alternative conservation practice(s) that 
will be implemented on-site. 

After receipt of a notification, the AQMD will consult with the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service and the applicable Resource Conservation District to determine the 
appropriateness of the alternative conservation practice(s). 

The AQMD will then notify the producer in writing if the alternative conservation 
practices are considered acceptable.  Producers will be exempt from implementing 
conservation practices on the source category (e.g., active, inactive, unpaved roads, etc.) 
in which alternative conservation practices are proposed until the AQMD has notified 
said producer whether the alternative conservation practices are acceptable.  If the 
alternative conservation practices are deemed unacceptable, the AQMD will notify the 
producer of such a determination and will establish a 30-day grace period to identify 
acceptable alternative conservation practices.  During this 30-day grace period, the 
AQMD will work with the producer and the appropriate resource agency personnel to 
identify acceptable alternative conservation practices. 

Notifications can be mailed or delivered to: 

Rule 403 Compliance 
South Coast Air Quality Management District 

21865 East Copley Drive 
Diamond Bar, CA  91765-4182 

Notifications can also be submitted electronically to:  

mlaybourn@aqmd.gov 
(909) 396-3066 
(909) 396-3252
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Section IV 

Submittal Instructions for Justification Statements 

In the event that there are special technical (e.g., non-economic) circumstances, including 
safety, which prevent implementation of the suggested minimum number of conservation 
practices within each category listed in Section II, a justification statement must be 
submitted in order for a producer to qualify for a Rule 403 exemption.   

Producers that want to submit a justification statement must notify the AQMD by 
December 1, 2004, or 30 days prior to starting a new farming operation. 

The justification statement must explain the reason(s) why the suggested minimum 
number of conservation practices within a category can not be implemented on-site. 
After receipt of a justification statement, the AQMD will consult with the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service and the applicable Resource Conservation District to 
determine the appropriateness of the information submitted. 

The AQMD will then notify the producer in writing if the justification statement(s) are 
considered acceptable.  Producers will be exempt from implementing conservation 
practices on the source category (e.g., active, inactive, unpaved roads, etc.) in which a 
justification statement is proposed until the AQMD has notified said producer whether 
the justification statement is acceptable.  If the justification statement is deemed 
unacceptable, the AQMD will notify the producer of such a determination and will 
establish a 30-day grace period to identify any alternative conservation practices or other 
possible justification statements.  During this 30-day grace period, the AQMD will work 
with the producer and the appropriate resource agency personnel to identify alternative 
conservation practices or other possible justification statements. 

Justification statements can be mailed or delivered to: 

Rule 403 Compliance 
South Coast Air Quality Management District 

21865 East Copley Drive 
Diamond Bar, CA  91765-4182 

Justification statements can also be submitted electronically to:  

mlaybourn@aqmd.gov
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Section V 

Conservation Practice Self Monitoring Form 

The following form has been prepared to assist producers in documenting 
implementation of the conservation practices.  Producers are required to prepare and 
maintain this form at the farm offices to qualify for a Rule 403 exemption.  This 
information must be provided to the AQMD Executive Officer upon request.  One form 
can be prepared and maintained for multiple farming operations provided that the 
conservation practices are the same at all sites.  

A sample completed conservation practice self-monitoring form is also provided 
following the blank form. 
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Section V            Farm Name:       
Conservation Practice Self Monitoring Form1 
            Producer Signature:      
              Date:       

  Active2  Inactive2  Farm Yard Area  Track-Out  Unpaved Roads  Storage Piles 
               

√ 

Activity Modification 

(Mandatory) 
 (minimum of three)  (minimum of one)  (minimum of one)  Surface treatment 

on high use roads 

 (minimum of one) 

  (minimum of one from 

below) 

 Cover Crop  Vegetation  Track-Out Area 

Improvements 

 (Mandatory)  Wind Sheltering 

  Soil Moisture  Crop Residue 

Management 

 Dust Suppressants  Track-Out Prevention  (minimum of one)  Watering 

  Irrigation System  Surface Roughening  Surface Area 

Modification 

 End of Row Turn 

Around Areas 

 Speed Control  Chemical 

Stabilization 

  Minimum Tillage  Minimum Tillage  Disturbed Surface 

Area Reduction 

 Alternative Practices  Access Restriction  Covering 

  Mulching  Cross Wind 

Stripcropping 

 Alternative Practices  Justification  Unpaved Road 

Treatments 

 Alternative Practices 

  Alternative Practices  Field Windbreaks  Justification    Surface Modification  Justification 

  Justification  Ridge Roughness      Alternative Practices   

    Wind Barriers      Justification    

    Alternative Practices         

    Justification         

                                                           
1 If you wish to choose different practices for different fields and/or farm areas, separate sheets must be filled out for each site. 
2 The following operations are exempt from active and inactive land conservation practices: orchards, date groves, vine crops, nurseries, range land, and irrigated pasture. 
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Section V            Farm Name: AAAA Farms    
Conservation Practice Self Monitoring Form1            
            Producer Signature:  John Smith   
              Date:   6/19/99   

  Active2  Inactive2  Farm Yard Area  Track-Out  Unpaved Roads  Storage Piles 
               

√ 

Activity Modification 

(Mandatory) 
 (minimum of three)  (minimum of one)  (minimum of one)  

√ 

Surface treatment 

on high use roads 

 (minimum of one) 

  (minimum of one from 

below) 

 

√ 

Cover Crop  Vegetation  

√ 

Track-Out Area 

Improvements 

 (Mandatory)  Wind Sheltering 

  Soil Moisture  Crop Residue 

Management 

 Dust Suppressants  Track-Out Prevention  (minimum of one)  Watering 

  

√ 

Irrigation System  

√ 

Surface Roughening  Surface Area 

Modification 

 End of Row Turn 

Around Areas 

 

√ 

Speed Control  

√ 

Chemical 

Stabilization 

  Minimum Tillage  Minimum Tillage  

√ 

Disturbed Surface 

Area Reduction 

 Alternative Practices  Access Restriction  Covering 

  Mulching  Cross Wind 

Stripcropping 

 Alternative Practices  Justification  Unpaved Road 

Treatments 

 Alternative Practices 

  Alternative Practices  

√ 

Field Windbreaks  Justification    Surface Modification  Justification 

  Justification  Ridge Roughness      Alternative Practices   

    Wind Barriers      Justification    

    Alternative Practices         

    Justification         

                                                           
1 If you wish to choose different practices for different fields and/or farm areas, separate sheets must be filled out for each site. 
2 The following operations are exempt from active and inactive land conservation practices: orchards, date groves, vine crops, nurseries, range land, and irrigated pasture. 
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Section VI 

Opting for Rule 403 General Provisions 

AQMD in conjunction with local producers and staff from the Farm Bureau, NRCS, and 
RCDs have developed the conservation practices contained in this Handbook to be more 
appropriate for farming operations than the traditional dust control requirements for 
construction projects, landfills, and other dust sources. 

Producers that do not voluntarily implement the conservation practices before January 1, 
2005, or within 30 days of starting a farming operation at a new site would become 
subject to the general requirements contained in AQMD Rule 403.  The following is a 
general summary of the Rule 403 requirements.   

• visible emissions prohibited from crossing the site property line [Section (d)(1)] 

• at least one best available control measure must be implemented for each source 
[Section (d)(2)] 

• upwind/downwind PM10 differential prohibited from exceeding 50 µg/m3 
[Section (d)(3)] 

• all track-out must be removed within one hour if material extends more than 25 feet 
from a site [Section (d)(4)] 

• sites with more than five acres of disturbed surfaces or those with more than 100 
cubic yards of import or export must install a track-out prevention device at each 
location where vehicles exit the site [Section (d)(5)] 

Producers that would like more information can obtain a copy of Rule 403 and the 
general Rule 403 Handbook, which details traditional best available control measures, by 
calling the AQMD at (909) 396-2000 or through the internet at: 

www.aqmd.gov
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Section VI 

Failure to Comply with Rule 403 

The intent of the AQMD is to work with producers and local resource agencies (e.g., NRCS, 
RCDs, and Farm Bureaus, etc.) to reduce dust and the corresponding PM10 emissions from 
agricultural operations through the voluntary implementation of good conservation practices.  
These emission reductions are necessary as part of the region’s efforts to attain State and Federal 
air quality standards.  Failure to achieve compliance with the State and Federal air quality 
standards by the mandated attainment date could result in Federal action that would significantly 
impact our region.  

After January 1, 2005, failure to meet Rule 403 requirements could subject the producer 
mandatory conservation class(es), required dust control plans, fines, or other penalties. 



Agricultural BMP Technical Workgroup 
October 21, 2009 
 
 
Resource Links: 
 
2001 AgBMP SIP 

o Upon request to ADEQ 
 
2009 Proposed AgBMP SIP Revision (under 2007 rule revision) 

o Upon request to ADEQ 
 
Maricopa County PM10 SIP 

o Upon request to ADEQ 
 
Maricopa Association of Governments 2007 Five Percent Plan for PM10 for the Maricopa 
County Nonattainment Area 

o http://www.mag.maricopa.gov/detail.cms?item=8072 
 
Guide to Agricultural PM10 Best Management Practices 

o http://www.azdeq.gov/environ/air/plan/download/webguide.pdf 
 
Imperial County Air Pollution Control District, California, Rule 420 for Beef Feedlots 

o http://www.arb.ca.gov/DRDB/IMP/CURHTML/R420.PDF 
 
San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District, California, Conservation Management 
Practices Rule 4550 

o http://www.valleyair.org/rules/currntrules/r4550.pdf 
 
San Joaquin Valley Conservation Management Practices Guide 

o http://www.valleyair.org/farmpermits/updates/cmp_handbook.pdf 
 
San Joaquin Valley Conservation Management Practices List 

o http://www.valleyair.org/farmpermits/applications/cmp/cmp_list.pdf 
 
Rule 403 – Fugitive Dust Controls in Coachella Valley 

o http://www.arb.ca.gov/drdb/sc/curhtml/r403.pdf 
 
Rule 403.1 – Fugitive Dust Control Requirements from Agricultural Operations in Coachella 
Valley (Supplement) 

o http://www.arb.ca.gov/DRDB/SC/CURHTML/R403-1.PDF 
 
Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control District- Conservation Management Practices for 
Farms in Inyo, Mono, and Alpine Counties 

o http://www.gbuapcd.org/farm/CMPprogramdescriptionandforms.pdf 
 

http://www.mag.maricopa.gov/detail.cms?item=8072
http://www.azdeq.gov/environ/air/plan/download/webguide.pdf
http://www.arb.ca.gov/DRDB/IMP/CURHTML/R420.PDF
http://www.valleyair.org/rules/currntrules/r4550.pdf
http://www.valleyair.org/farmpermits/updates/cmp_handbook.pdf
http://www.valleyair.org/farmpermits/applications/cmp/cmp_list.pdf
http://www.arb.ca.gov/drdb/sc/curhtml/r403.pdf
http://www.arb.ca.gov/DRDB/SC/CURHTML/R403-1.PDF
http://www.gbuapcd.org/farm/CMPprogramdescriptionandforms.pdf


Arizona Department of Agriculture, Agricultural Consultation and Testing 
o http://www.azda.gov/ACT/act.htm 

 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 

o http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/ 
 
 

http://www.azda.gov/ACT/act.htm
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/
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