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June 20, 2007 
 

Re: Implementation of Executive Order 2007-03, signed January 8, 2007, Regarding     
       Leafblowers and Gas Powered Equipment 

 
To All Agency Directors: 
 
As you know, Governor Napolitano issued Executive Order 2007-03 January 8, 2007 instructing 
State agencies to undertake several measures to reduce air pollution.  Among these directives is a 
ban on leaf blowers and gasoline-powered landscape maintenance equipment on State property 
in Maricopa, Pima and Pinal Counties by June 30, 2007.  The primary purpose for the ban is to 
combat particulate and ozone pollution in these counties. For example, in 2005 there were 20 
exceedances of the federal health standard for particulate pollution in the Phoenix metropolitan 
area and 23 exceedances in 2006. Likewise, the federal eight-hour ozone standard was exceeded 
on 13 days in 2005 in the Phoenix metropolitan area and on 11 days in 2006. 
 
The purpose of this letter is to help each agency comply with the ban and to collect information 
that will enable ADEQ to demonstrate statewide compliance with this provision of the Executive 
Order.  A copy of the Executive Order is attached for your reference (Attachment 1).  Also 
attached are the specific requirements associated with the ban on leaf blowers and gasoline-
powered landscape maintenance equipment on State property in Maricopa, Pima and Pinal 
Counties (Attachment 2).  This information is also available on the ADEQ Web site at 
www.azdeq.gov/environ/air/prevent/download/landscapes.pdf. 
 
These guidelines apply, effective immediately, to all State procurement of landscaping services 
and landscaping equipment in Maricopa, Pinal, and Pima Counties. 
The exceptions to these requirements are as follows: 
 

1)  For emergency maintenance 
2)  When an Agency demonstrates that manual, electric, or propane equipment is not 

available for the desired purpose  
3)  When an Agency is in a private sector lease and the State does not lease the entire facility 

 
Please list the existing landscape equipment affected by this order and identify the type and 
planned or actual purchase date of proposed or already-acquired replacement equipment.  Please 
return the completed list to ADEQ by July 6, 2007 by email to Moring.Daniel@azdeq.gov.  To 
assist compliance with these guidelines, the attached table can be used to track an agency’s 
completed and scheduled replacement of older polluting equipment (Attachment 3).  The table 
includes optional columns that may be helpful for an agency’s internal project management.   
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Additionally, State Contract Number SCC070014-A1, Landscape, Turf and Athletic Lawn and 
Garden Equipment, Utility Vehicles, and Utility Trailers is available to assist your agency in the 
purchase of equipment to meet the outlined standards.  The contract information is available on 
the SPIRIT system at www.spirit.az.gov.  Attached for your reference is a description of the 
equipment categories on the contract and the contractors awarded per category (Attachment 4).  
This represents a partial list of equipment that satisfies the Executive Order and includes 
equipment permitted for State use outside of Maricopa, Pinal, and Pima Counties.   If you need 
further assistance in identifying equipment that meets these standards, please contact  
Dan Moring with ADEQ at (602) 771-4211. 
 
Please also remember that the Executive Order requirements must be incorporated when 
initiating or renewing a lease for an entire facility in Maricopa, Pinal and Pima Counties.  The 
State may not compel a mid-term change in an existing lease and is not requiring approved 
equipment where the State does not lease the entire facility.  In these cases, we ask that the 
agency contact their lessor to inquire whether they would be willing to adopt the State’s 
requirements. 
 
Thank you in advance for your timely response, and I look forward to working with you on this 
important issue. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Lori Faeth, Policy Advisor     William Bell, Director 
Office of the Governor     ADOA 

 
Steve Owens, Director 
ADEQ 
 
 
Attachments: 
1.  Executive Order 2007-03, Improving Air Quality,  
2.  ADEQ Requirements for Sections 4 and 5 
3.  Sample Equipment Plan to Reduce Emissions of Pollutants 
4.  Contract Information (Equipment and Vendor Lists) 
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ADEQ Requirements: Executive Order 2007-03, Sections # 4 and #5 

 
#4: Lawn Maintenance equipment 
 
Executive Order 2007-03 states: 
“In compliance with requirements to be developed by ADEQ in consultation with the 
Arizona Department of Administration (ADOA), all State agencies shall cease the use of leaf 
blowers, gasoline-powered lawn mowers and other pollution-causing landscape maintenance 
equipment on State property and at State facilities in Maricopa County, Pima County, and 
Pinal County by June 30, 2007.” 
 
REQUIREMENTS: 

• Effective June 30, 2007, cease the use of leaf blowers on State property and at State 
facilities in Maricopa County, Pima County, and Pinal County. 

• Replace leaf blowers with brooms, rakes, or sweepers 
• Replace gasoline equipment with propane or electric where practicable. 
• Where propane or electric models are not available, use only equipment certified to 

meet EPA Stage 2 standards.     
• Equipment already meeting applicable EPA/CARB standards may be retained.  

Verify compliance at: www.arb.ca.gov/msprog/offroad/cert/cert.php?eng_id=SSIE  
• Purchase only low-emission gas cans, and replace older cans with low-emission 

models.   
 
The exceptions to these requirements are: 

1) For emergency maintenance 
2) When an Agency demonstrates that manual, electric, or propane equipment is not 

practicable for the desired purpose  
3) When an Agency is in a private sector lease and the State does not lease the entire 

facility 
 
In purchasing landscaping equipment going forward, these preferences shall be followed:  
 
RANKING Type Equipment Reason 

1 Manual Powered Reel Movers, Rakes, 
Clippers, Shovels 

No pollution 

2 Electric/Battery-
Powered or Propane 

Mowers, shredders, 
edgers, tillers, hedge 
trimmers, hand-held 
vacuums 

Diminished pollution 

3 Any 2007 and later 
model & 4-stroke 
Gasoline Engine 
Equipment 

All new lawn & garden 
equipment 

Manufacturers are 
required to meet 
stringent standards to 
reduce pollution 
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All landscape maintenance activities in Maricopa, Pinal, and Pima Counties shall use Spark-
Ignition engines that conform to at least Phase 2 US EPA regulations for small nonroad 
engines, as indicated by the manufacturer on the product and listed on the CARB website of 
certified engines by model year, 
www.arb.ca.gov/msprog/offroad/cert/cert.php?eng_id=SSIE. As EPA implements the Phase 
3 requirements for small nonroad engines, such equipment shall become the standard.  All 
future State procurement of landscaping equipment is subject to compliance with this 
Executive Order. 
 
#5 Portable Fuel Containers 
 
Executive Order 2007-03 states: 
“In compliance with requirements to be developed by ADEQ in consultation with ADOA, all 
State agencies shall hereafter purchase and use only low-emission gas cans and shall over 
time replace all gas cans currently in use by State agencies that are not low-emission gas 
cans.” 
 
REQUIREMENTS: 
 
As gas cans become nonfunctioning, they shall be replaced with low-emission gas cans.  
These products are widely available and easily identified by a label. 
 
All state agencies shall only purchase and utilize portable fuel containers with the following 
specifications1: 
 

• A label that states, “Emission Control Information” and; 
• ‘‘THIS CONTAINER COMPLIES WITH U.S. EPA EMISSION REGULATIONS 

FOR PORTABLE FUEL CONTAINERS (40 CFR Part 59).’’ 
• ‘‘THE EMISSIONS WARRANTY IS VALID FOR A MINIMUM OF ONE YEAR 

FROM DATE OF PURCHASE.’’ 
 
See ADEQ’s Webpage, www.azdeq.gov/environ/air/prevent/download/landscapes.pdf, for 
equipment and vendor lists. 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 Federally effective January 1, 2009.  Standards and emission control requirements are established under 
Section 183(e) of the Clean Air Act and represent “best available controls” under Section 183(e)(3)(A). 
 
2 Manufacturers of portable fuel containers must apply for and receive a certificate of conformity (design and 
testing results).  The market for manufacturing portable gasoline containers is concentrated with only five 
businesses accounting for the majority of sales.  They include:  Blitz USA, Midwest Can, Scepter 
Manufacturing, Ltd. (Canada), No-Spill Research, and Wedco Molded Plastics (Plastics Group). 
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Contract Information (Equipment and Vendor Lists) 
State Contract Number SCC070014-A1 

Landscape, Turf and Athletic, Lawn and Garden Equipment  
 
 

Equipment Category Descriptions 
 

Match the number describing the type of equipment you need from Page 1 to the vendor that 
supplies approved equipment of that type on Pages 2 and 3 

 
Categories 

 
 

1.         Hand Held EquipmentP,E.  Such as, but not limited to, weed eaters, chain saws, edgers,  
trimmers, sprayers, and all accessories.       

 
2.         MowersP,E:  Such as, but not limited to Push, Reel, Rotary, Flail, Zero Turn, Ride On, 

Commercial Front, Commercial Wide Area (ten feet and up, cutting width), Commercial 
Boom Arm Mowers, Three Point Hitch Type, Pull Behind  

 
3.        Tractors:  Compact Utility, Utility, Tow Tractors and Agriculture to include all    

implements and attachments.  
 
4.        Utility Trailers:  Full line and sizes of Fifth wheel, Ball Hitch, Lunette Eye Pintle Hook, 

enclosed, open, tilt, tandem axle, single axle Max GVWR 25,900, Electric Brakes Only, 
Shall conform to all applicable OSHA, FMVSS and Arizona MVD regulations and to all 
other industry standards in effect at the time of delivery.  Semi Trailers are not included. 

 
5.         Athletic Field and Turf Equipment (reel mowers, aerators, ball field and bunker rakes, 

scrapers, trailer or truck mounted sprayers, etc). 
 
6.         Utility Vehicles and Attachments: Such as, but not limited to Gems, Golf Carts, Burden 

Carriers, Personnel Carriers 
  
7.         All Terrain Vehicles and Attachments:  Such as, but not limited to Gators and Mules.  

Include all 2, 4 and All Wheel ATVs. 
 
8.         Skid Steers:  Skid Steer Steering/All Wheel Steering, Wheel / Track and Attachments.   
 
9.         Brush/Wood Chipper: gas powered capable of chipping up to 3” diameter material, diesel 

powered capable of chipping material up to 18” X 24”.   Any alternate fuel chippers if 
available.   All brush and wood chipper attachments and accessories.  

 
 
                                                           
P,E  Propane and Electric versions are available 
P,E  Propane and Electric versions are available 
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Vendor Awarded by Category 
Company Phone Website MBE WBE SBE Category 

A to Z Equip Rental 
& Sales E P 

(602) 955-5123 
(602) 955-9326(fax) 

www.a-zequipment.com   X  1, 2, and 
8 

AZ Machinery 
Company, LLC E 

(623) 936-7131 
(623) 936-2089 (fax) 

www.arizonamachinery.com    X 8E 
 

Big Tex Phoenix (602) 252-0900 www.bigtextrailers.com     4 
Bingham Auto & 
Truck Parts 

(480) 969-5516 
(480) 969-0271(fax) 

www.binghamequipment.com     2, 3, 4, 6 
& 7 

Bingham New 
Holland 

(480) 969-5516 www.binghamequipment.com     2, 3, & 8 

Bobcat Company (701) 241-8719 
(701) 280-7860(fax) 

www.bobcat.com     6, 7 & 8 

Bobcat of Phoenix (480) 969-5516 
(480) 969-0271(fax) 

www.binghamequipment.com     2, 3, 6 , 7 
& 8 

Borders Turf & 
Tractor, Inc. E 

(602) 279-7958 
(602) 278-0744(fax) 

  X X 1, 2, 3, 5 
& 9 

Branson Tractors of 
Arizona 

(480) 861-6025 
(928) 632-9516(fax) 

www.branson-tractorsaz.com    X 3 

Dixie Chopper P (765) 246-7737 
(765) 246-6053(fax) 

www.dixiechopper.com    X 2 

Empire Machinery (602) 633-4517 
(480) 633-4626(fax) 

www.empire-cat.com    X 8 

Evatech, Inc (727) 938-8890 www.evatech.com X  X 2 
E-Z-Go E (706) 792-5826 www.textron.com/textron_busin

esses/industrial/e_z_go.jsp  
   6 & 7 

                                                           
E Electric models available 
P Propane Models available 
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Golf Ventures West, 
LLCP,E 

(602) 442-4653 
(602) 455-4322(fax) 

www.gvwest.com    X 1, 2, 3, 5, 
6 & 7 

Horner Group, LLC E (623) 977-0004 
(623) 977-0006(fax) 

   X 6 & 7 

John Deere (919) 804-2222 www.deere.com     1, 2, 3, 5, 
6, & 7 

J. Andrus Inc. Bug & 
Weed Stores P 

(602) 269-2231 
(602) 415-0492(fax) 

www.bugweedstores.com   X  5 

Quality Equipment & 
Spray 

(602) 371-1993 
(602) 371-1995(fax) 

www.qspray.com    X 5 

Simpson Norton E (623) 932-5116 
(623) 932-6522(fax) 

www.simpsonnorton.com  X   5, 6 & 7 

Vermeer Sales 
Southwest, Inc. 

(480) 785-4800 
(480) 785-4900(fax) 

www.vermeer.com    X 9 

VIA, LLC E (602) 957-1567 www.viaev.com   X X 6 & 7 
Tiger Corporation (800) 843-6849 

(605) 338-9702(fax) 
www.tiger-mowers.com     3 

 
Contact information on low-emission portable fuel containers: 

 

                                                           
E Electric models available  
P Propane Models available 
 

California Air Resources Board PFC Contact List  www.arb.ca.gov/pfc/contacts/pfccontacts.htm  
Blitz USA, Inc.    (707) 224-7432 www.blitzusa.com 
Midwest Can Co.  (708) 615-1400 www.midwestcan.com 
No-Spill Research, Inc.  (816) 454-3389 www.nospill.com 
Scepter Manufacturing, LTD  (416) 751-9445 www.scepter.com 
Scribner Plastics (916) 638-1515 www.scribnerplastics.com 
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EQUIPMENT PLAN TO REDUCE EMISSION OF POLLUTANTS
FACILITY: 1700 W Washington
City: Phoenix
COUNTY: Maricopa

Description of Banned Equipment 
(e.g., gas lawn mower, gas pole saw, 

gas edger, etc.) Manufacturer Model No.
Description of Replacement 

Equipment
Purchase 

Date
Purchase Order 

No. Cost
(MANDATORY) (OPTIONAL) (OPTIONAL) (MANDATORY) (MANDATORY) (OPTIONAL) (OPTIONAL)

Gas Leaf Blower Echo H230 Industrial Push Broom 5/25/2007 547858-j8547 $410

Gas Riding Mower TruCut I340
Black & Decker Propane 
Riding Mower Planned for 7/6/07 $15,000

Gas Grass Edger TruCut 300
Low-emission Phase 2 Gas 
edger from Stihl Planned for 7/6/07 $325

Gas Weed Trimmer Honda 2300
Honda low-emission 4 cycle 
gas weed trimmer Planned for 7/6/07 $400

Gas Push Mower TRU CUT C2150H 5/25/2007 547858-j8547 $4,000
Gas Push Mower TRU CUT C 2150 H
Gas Push Mower TRU CUT C 2150 H
Gas Push Mower TRU CUT C 2150 H
Gas Push Mower TRU CUT C 2155
Gas Push Mower TRU CUT C 2155

5 HP GAS POWER GENERATOR HONDA EG 650

Replace gas-powered 
generator with propane 
generator Planned for 7/6/07 $2,200

Replace 6 gasoline walk-
behind mowers with 2 48" 
walk-behind propane mowers 
@ $4,000. ($2,000 each).
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EQUIPMENT PLAN TO REDUCE EMISSION OF POLLUTANTS
FACILITY:
City:
COUNTY:

Description of Banned Equipment 
(e.g., gas lawn mower, gas pole saw, 

gas edger, etc.) Manufacturer Model No.
Description of Replacement 

Equipment
Purchase 

Date
Purchase Order 

No. Cost
(MANDATORY) (OPTIONAL) (OPTIONAL) (MANDATORY) (MANDATORY) (OPTIONAL) (OPTIONAL)



ADEQ Responses to Frequently Asked Questions  
Executive Order 2007-03 

 
Why am I receiving this notification? 

You are receiving this notification to remind you that you may no longer use leaf blowers 
on State property effective June 30, 2007 as a result of Executive Order 2007-03.  This 
notification also identifies the requirements to follow in purchasing new landscape maintenance 
equipment for the future, and how to identify low-emission gas cans. 
 
What are the alternatives to leaf blowers? 

You can use rakes, brooms, and sweepers instead of leaf blowers.  For larger areas, walk 
behind leaf vacuums are still acceptable. 
  
Can I just use a leaf blower in vacuum mode? 
 No, because the leaf blower still produces exhaust pollution.  Also, research shows that 
the bags are not effective at controlling the particulate pollution that we’re concerned about.  The 
Executive Order is very explicit that leaf blower use stop on State property in the region. 
 
What else does this mean? 
 These requirements also mean that you should try to buy the cleanest lawn maintenance 
equipment possible for the purpose you need.  As the requirements show, the least-polluting 
models are manual tools.  Next best are electric and propane models.  Most small engines are 
only powered with gasoline, so you should buy the cleanest model available. 
 Also, future purchases of gas cans should meet the specifications listed in the “ADEQ 
Requirements” sheet. 
 
What is the purpose of these requirements?  

The purpose of these requirements is to help clean up the air in Arizona.  Last year, there 
were 23 days where air pollution levels exceeded federal health-based standards in the Phoenix 
area.  While it seems minor, lawn equipment can produce a lot of pollution.  By cleaning up lawn 
equipment, the State is leading by example. 

 
For many tools like lawn mowers, propane or electric models are available.  If possible, propane 
and electric models are highly preferred.  Propane produces up to 70% less smog-forming 
pollutants than gasoline, 60% less carbon monoxide, and more than 90% fewer toxic chemicals 
like benzene and toluene.  Newer gasoline equipment produces 70% less smog-causing pollution 
than older models, and even cleaner engine technologies are being developed.  As these cleaner 
engines come into the market, you should buy accordingly. 
 
How do I comply with these requirements? 

1. Stop using leaf blowers effective June 30, 2007. 
2. Fill out the attached spreadsheet to show what equipment you have and how you plan to 

replace it with cleaner models.  If you purchased the equipment after 2005, chances are it 
will be in compliance. 



3. Use the approved vendor and equipment list to help you identify qualifying new 
equipment.  Indicate when you plan to acquire new equipment, including the purchase 
order number. 

4. Return the form to ADEQ to track progress and compliance 
5. For gas cans, make sure that the cans you buy in the future are low-emission. 

 
How can I tell if equipment meets these standards? 
For lawn maintenance equipment, the fuel type will be indicated.  Remember that propane and 
electric are the cleanest options.  For gasoline equipment, any new equipment will necessarily 
meet EPA standards.  
 
Low-emisison gas cans will become national standard on January 1, 2009.  Until then, make sure 
the gas can has a label marked “Spill-proof system.”  
 
 
What if I have more questions? 
For questions about equipment, contact the vendors on the attached document. 
 
If you have questions about compliance, contact Dan Moring at ADEQ, 
moring.daniel@azdeq.gov or (602) 771-4211. 
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