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January 22, 2010

Brian Varney

Town of Marana

Planning Department

11555 West Civic Center Drive

Re:  Marana Regional Landfill Specific Plan
Dear Mr. Varney:

The Arizona Game and Fish Department (Department) has reviewed the package you provided
dated December 14, 2009 regarding special status species information associated with the above-
referenced project area. The report referred to an Online Environmental Tool search that found
no listed Endangered or Threatened species. However, the search did identify one Candidate
species (Yellow-billed cuckoo). This species was listed as a Candidate in 2002, and may
eventually become listed as Threatened or Endangered. It may behoove you to contact the US
Fish and Wildlife Service to discuss the potential for impacts on this species.

The Department has no further comments at this time. Please refer to the project receipt for
general project type concerns. If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact me
at (623) 236-7513. General status information, county and watershed distribution lists and
abstracts for some special status species are also available on our web site at
http://www.azgfd.gov/hdms.

@etel Cf%

Daniel E. Nelson
Project Evaluation Program Specialist
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Carrie Jacobi

From: scott_richardson@fws.gov

Sent:  Wednesday, January 06, 2010 10:42 AM

To: commentletters

Subject: Marana Regional Landfill - Specific Plan PCZ-08057

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has the following comments regarding the proposed regional landfill specific plan:

The proposed action primarily occurs within or adjacent to active and abandoned agricultural fields, as well as some
areas of open desert. These areas do not support any potential habitat for threatened or endangered species known to
occur in Pima County. Therefore, we believe that no endangered or threatened species or critical habitat will be
affected by this project; nor is this project likely to jeopardize the continued existence of any proposed species or
adversely modify any proposed critical habitat. However, the project area supports riparian vegetation and potential
habitat for the western burrowing owl (Athene cunicularia hypugaea), the Tucson shovel-nosed snake (Chionactis
occipitalis klauberi), and the ground snake (Sonora semiannulata), all sensitive species proposed for coverage under
three local habitat conservation plans, including Marana's. Additionally, we are currently evaluating a petition to list the

Tucson shovel-nosed snake as endangered under the Act.

The burrowing owl is a species that is experiencing rangewide declines and is a covered species in three habitat
conservation plans being developed in Pima County. This species is known to inhabit open areas with sparse
vegetation, similar to areas within the proposed project area. We recommend that the areas to be disturbed as part of
this project be surveyed for the presence of burrowing owls. We support the guidelines for burrowing owls outlined on
page II-21 of the specific plan. However, these actions must be implemented by those with the appropriate permits,
experience, and background. We encourage you to coordinate review of this project with the Arizona Game and Fish

Department.

The proposed regional landfill also falls within the range of the Tucson shovel-nosed snake and the ground snake, but
these species are not addressed in the specific plan. A petition to list the Tucson shovel-nosed snake under the Act is
currently being processed in our office. The ground snake is a species proposed for coverage under Marana's habitat
conservation plan. Because areas within the northwestern and southeastern portions of the proposed project still
support natural desert communities, and because some riparian habitat does exist within and adjacent to the site, we
believe that there is the potential for these species to occur within the project boundaries. If possible, surveys should
be conducted to determine if either or both of these snake species occupy any of the natural areas proposed for
disturbance as part of this project. Because occupancy by these snakes is difficult to determine, we also recommend
that landfill development occur in those areas that have already experienced disturbance, in order to reduce impacts to
soil conditions that are favorable to the shovel-nosed snake and the ground snake, and reduce the potential for direct

mortality.

The City of Tucson owns lands adjacent to the proposed regional landfill. Because the City is including these lands
within the habitat conservation plan they are developing, we recommend that the applicants coordinate with the City to
ensure that the actions outlined within the specific plan are compatible with the actions proposed in the City's habitat

conservation plan.

Landfills have a tendency to attract a variety of migratory birds. Most commonly in our area, these birds are species
such as ravens, doves, and grackles. However, uncommon birds, such as seagulls, can also be attracted to landfills.
These birds can sometimes become a nuisance or cause conflicts that need to be addressed. This can result in
negative effects to these individuals. The potential for conflict is higher with the proposed landfill because it occurs in
proximity to the airport. We recommend that this issue be addressed through design of the landfill or the development

of appropriate protocols that avoid negative effects or mortality of migratory birds.

This letter is not intended to express any requirement of, or conditions necessary for compliance with, the Endangered
Species Act or Migratory Bird Treaty Act. Our comments are provided to you as technical assistance regarding how
effects of the proposed regional landfill on biological resources can be minimized, but they do not constitute legal
requirements. Further evaluation of this specific plan should determine if there is a need for further discussion

regarding these Federal acts.
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Please contact me if there are any questions regarding our comments or if we can be of any further assistance. Thank
you for your consideration of sensitive species.

Sincerely,
Scott Richardson
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Tucson Suboffice
(520) 670-6150 x 242
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