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Date:  July 11, 2014 

 

From:  Donovan L. Neese 

 

To:  Ms. Ana Vargas 

  Manager, Remedial Project Unit 

  Arizona Department of Environmental Quality 

  1110 W. Washington Street 

  Phoenix, AZ  85007 

 

 

Attachments:     Draft Feasibility Study Report - WVBA WQARF Registry Site 

      (2 copies) 

 

 

Re: DRAFT FEASIBILITY STUDY REPORT  

 WEST VAN BUREN AREA WQARF REGISTRY SITE 

 PHOENIX, ARIZONA 

  

Dear Ms. Vargas: 

 

Roosevelt Irrigation District (RID) is submitting two copies of the attached Draft Feasibility Study (FS) 

Report for the Regional Groundwater Remedy Evaluation of the West Van Buren Area WQARF Registry Site 

(WVBA Site) in Phoenix, Arizona.   RID is submitting this Draft FS Report pursuant to (1) Arizona Revised 

Statutes (ARS) §§ 49-282.05 and 49-287.03, which stipulate that anyone may, by written agreement with 

ADEQ, perform all or a portion of a FS at a WQARF registry site, provided the work will be conducted in 

accordance with remedial action criteria and rules adopted pursuant to ARS § 49-282.06, and (2) that certain 

Agreement to Conduct Work, dated October 8, 2009 and amended February 27, 2014, between ADEQ and RID 

that committed RID to submit a detailed FS Work Plan for the WVBA Site and to conduct all work under the 

approved FS Work Plan.   

 

 This Draft FS Report provides the results of the work that was conducted by RID to formulate and 

evaluate remedial alternatives and identify a  proposed regional groundwater remedy for the WVBA Site.  The 

FS process complied with Arizona Administrative Code (AAC) R18-16-407 and is being conducted in 

compliance with the community involvement procedures pursuant to AAC R18-16-404 and the Community 

Involvement Plan for the WVBA Site prepared by ADEQ.   

 

 As ADEQ is clearly aware, RID has been working diligently to address the impact of hazardous 

substances within the WVBA Site on RID wells and water supply and to protect against any loss or impairment 

of RID’s current or future water uses.   We offer this Draft FS Report and the proposal contained herein as a 

comprehensive and long term remedy to address the widespread regional groundwater contamination problem.  

As we have consistently stated to ADEQ, RID is the sole water provider whose existing water supply wells 

have been impacted by the WVBA Site groundwater contaminant plume and the adjacent commingled 
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contaminant plumes and is the only party capable or qualified to conduct an FS that will meet all legally 

applicable requirements and implement the final groundwater remedy selected by ADEQ.   The proposed final 

groundwater remedy from the Draft FS Report not only addresses the many impacted and threatened RID wells 

in the WVBA Site, but also ensures that all other existing water provider wells that are impacted or threatened 

by the contamination are protected for their current and reasonably foreseeable water end uses as required by 

applicable state law requirements of the WQARF program.    

 

 RID has fast-tracked the development of this Draft FS Report to enable ADEQ to expediently move 

forward with remedy selection at the WVBA Site.   We have demonstrated in the Draft FS Report that the 

proposed groundwater remedy represents a highly cost-effective response action to the largest contaminated 

groundwater plume in Arizona.  We respectively urge ADEQ to decisively act and select the proposed final 

groundwater remedy, in support of ADEQ’s stated goal embraced in the ADEQ FY 2014-2018 Strategic Plan of 

accelerating clean-ups to reduce the cost and time it takes to restore Arizona’s impaired waters so they are 

increasingly available to support future development. 

 

 Since this Draft FS Report is part of an ongoing effort by RID to seek approval for a remedial action to 

address our impacted wells and water supply, the information appended to this transmittal letter provides further 

information to support this submittal of the RID Draft FS Report.  This additional information is provided 

consistent with the requirements of AAC R18-16-413. 

 

 We appreciate your prompt consideration and are available to meet and discuss the RID Draft FS Report 

at your convenience. 

 

 

Best Regards, 

Roosevelt Irrigation District 

 

 
 

 

 

Donovan L. Neese 

Superintendent 

 

Transmittal Letter only: 
 

cc: Henry Darwin, Arizona Department of Environmental Quality 

 Laura Malone, Arizona Department of Environmental Quality 

 Tina LePage, Arizona Department of Environmental Quality 

 Danielle Taber, Arizona Department of Environmental Quality 

David Kimball, Gallagher & Kennedy 

Tim Leo, Montgomery & Associates 

Lawrence Moore, Lawrence Moore & Associates 

Dennis Shirley, Synergy Environmental 
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INFORMATION PROVIDED BY ROOSEVELT IRRIGATION DISTRICT FOR 

APPROVAL OF A REMEDIAL ACTION UNDER AAC § R18-16-413 

 

 

1. The name and address of the person submitting the request and the nature of the relationship of the 

person to the site. 

 

Roosevelt Irrigation District  

103 West Baseline Road 

Buckeye, Arizona  85326 

 

Roosevelt Irrigation District (RID) was formed as a political subdivision of the State in 1919 to provide 

needed water to an approximately 38,000-acre service area in western Maricopa County.  RID operates 

33 water supply wells within or in close proximity to the WVBA Site.  Of the 33 RID wells in this 

wellfield, 24 are currently contaminated by hazardous substances that are contaminants of concern 

(COCs) within the meaning of ARS § 49-201, and 13 wells, and the water supply from those wells, 

currently exceed the applicable aquifer water quality standards in ARS § 49-223.A and 49-224.B and the 

Arizona maximum contaminant levels for a drinking water source in AAC R18-11-406 for one or more 

of the COCs.   

 

2. The location and boundaries of the site or portion of the site addressed by the remedial action. 

 

The location and approximate boundaries of the WVBA Site that have been addressed in this FS are 

defined in Section 1.3.1 of the Terranext Remedial Investigation Report, West Van Buren Area WQARF 

Registry Site, Phoenix, Arizona dated August 2012 (Final RI Report). 

 

3. The nature, degree, and extent of hazardous substance contamination, if known. 

 

The nature, degree, and extent of hazardous substance contamination in the WVBA Site are defined in 

Section 4.0 of the Final RI Report. 

 

4. A description of any remedial action performed before the request is submitted. 

 

Previous remedial investigations and actions conducted at the WVBA Site are described in Section 2.0 

of the Final RI Report.  In addition, RID has initiated  a voluntary, ADEQ-approved Early Response 

Action at the WVBA Site to mitigate the impact of hazardous substances on public health, welfare and 

the environment at some of the most highly contaminated RID wells and to protect against  any loss or 

impairment of its current or future water uses.   

 

5. A work plan for any remedial action to be performed after the request is submitted. 

 

RID provided a Draft FS Work Plan for the WVBA Site for ADEQ’s review and approval on February 

8, 2013.   After receipt of comments from ADEQ on this Draft FS Work Plan, a Final FS Work Plan was 

submitted to ADEQ on June 21, 2013 was approved by ADEQ on July 16, 2013.  The approved Final FS 

Work Plan defined the work to be voluntarily conducted by RID to formulate and evaluate remedial 

alternatives and identify a  proposed regional groundwater remedy for the WVBA Site consistent with 
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that certain Agreement to Conduct Work, dated October 8, 2009 and amended February 27, 2014, 

between ADEQ and RID.   

 

The Draft FS Report, dated July 2014, submitted under this transmittal letter is the result of the FS work 

voluntarily conducted by RID in accordance with the approved Final FS Work Plan dated June 21, 2013. 

 

6. A demonstration of how the remedial action complied, or will comply, with the Article. 

 

The Draft FS Report describes the development of and technical approach for four (4) alternatives for 

consideration as the final regional groundwater remedy for the WVBA Site.  The procedural steps and 

conduct of this work is in accordance with the Arizona Administrative Code (AAC) R-18-16-407 and 

R18-16-404.  Consistent with the Agreement to Conduct Work between RID and ADEQ (dated October 

8, 2009 and amended February 27, 2014), the Draft FS Report and all subsequent deliverables, plans and 

reports will be submitted to ADEQ for review and approval.  After submittal of the Draft FS Report and 

all subsequent deliverables, plans and reports, RID will meet with ADEQ to discuss and agree on any 

modifications, if any, to ensure ADEQ’s approval and that the Final FS Report is in substantial 

compliance with the WQARF Program statute and rules.   

 

7. A proposal for public notice and an opportunity for public comment on the application for approval 

under this Section.   

 

Consistent with AAC § R18-16-413 and the Community Involvement Plan for West Van Buren 

WQARF Site prepared by ADEQ and released in December 2011, RID will coordinate with ADEQ to 

ensure that a public notice is issued that provides external stakeholders with an opportunity to comment 

on the Draft FS Report and RID’s request to implement the final groundwater remedial action selected 

by ADEQ during the FS process.   

 

The public notice will be provided to the general public and interested parties, including the potentially 

responsible parties identified in the Final RI Report. 

 

The proposal shall include a list of names and addresses of persons whom the applicant believes to be 

responsible parties under ARS § 49-283 and a summary of the basis for that belief. 

 

 RID believes the persons who are responsible parties under ARS § 49-283 are the parties identified in 

the Final RI Report for the WVBA Site and in EPA, ADEQ and other state public records.  The basis for 

this belief is that these government records document releases of hazardous substances (which are the 

same type addressed in this Draft FS Report) detected in soils, soil gas, or groundwater at facilities 

owned or operated or formerly owned and operated by the identified parties or their predecessors, 

successors or assigns.  (See Appendix A, which contains copies of relevant portions of the Final RI 

Report and other ADEQ public records providing the names and addresses of  the persons RID believes 

are responsible parties under ARS § 49-283)  

 

 

8. An agreement in which the person requesting the approval agrees: 

a. To grant access to the Department as necessary to evaluate the request for approval. 

b. To reimburse the Department for the Department’s costs under subsection (G). 
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RID does not believe access is required by ADEQ to evaluate the Draft FS Report, but RID has entered 

into a working agreement with ADEQ, effective October 8, 2009, which requires that RID: 

• Prepare and submit detailed work plans detailing the work to be conducted pursuant to the 

agreement with ADEQ;  

• Conduct all work in accordance with the approved work plans; 

• Conduct all work in accordance with rules adopted under ARS § 49-282.06;  

• Submit all results, data, and information obtained by RID from the work undertaken 

pursuant to the agreement with ADEQ; and, 

• Reimburse ADEQ for reasonable and necessary response costs incurred in reviewing and 

overseeing the work 

 

9. An original seal imprint and signature of a registered professional if required by the Arizona Board of 

Technical Registration under ARS Title 32, Chapter 1 and the rules made under this Chapter. 

 

On behalf of RID, registered geology and engineering professionals at Synergy Environmental have signed and 

sealed the Draft FS Report that accompanies this transmittal letter. 
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APPENDIX	B	

	

LIST	OF	FACILITIES	TO	BE	EVALUATED	IN	THE		
EAST	WASHINGTON	STUDY	AREA	

	

Inter‐Office	Memorandum	
Arizona	Department	of	Environmental	Quality		

(December	28,	1989)	
	

 
	






