
FACT  SHEET
Underground Storage Tank Legislation HOUSE BILL 2425

July 2008

On May 20, 2008, Gov. Janet Napolitano signed into law
House Bill (HB) 2425, a significant piece of underground
storage tank (UST) legislation. HB 2425 is effective on
Sept. 26, 2008, and brings substantive changes to the
Arizona Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ)
and our customers. The new statutory requirements are
based on the federal UST requirements of the Energy
Policy Act of 2005.

DELIVERY PROHIBITION

Beginning Jan. 1, 2009, ADEQ will have the authority
to issue a “stop-use” order and attach a “stop-use”
tag to the fill pipe of any UST that is significantly out
of compliance with release detection or other opera-
tional requirements and operation of the UST may
result in a continued or new release. After ADEQ
places a “stop-use” tag on a tank, the UST owner is
required to empty the tank immediately and fulfill
other temporary closure requirements. The owner
must maintain the condition of the “stop-use” tag so
that a product deliverer can easily determine that a
regulated substance is not to be placed into the UST.
The UST owner is responsible for ensuring compliance
with a “stop-use” order and is subject to enforcement
and potential penalties for not complying with the
order or not maintaining the “stop-use” tag.

ADEQ will post the facility name, address and spe-
cific USTs on the department’s Web site to inform
product deliverers of the “stop-use” order
(www.azdeq.gov). A product deliverer who ignores a
visible “stop-use” tag on a UST also may be subject to
enforcement with penalties.

Once the UST owner provides adequate compli-
ance documentation to ADEQ, ADEQ will move
quickly to terminate the “stop-use” order and then
allow the “stop-use” tag to be removed.  

SECONDARY CONTAINMENT

New UST Systems: All UST systems installed on or
after Jan.1, 2009, must have secondary containment
and interstitial monitoring. These requirements do not
apply to any UST system installed prior to that date.

Current UST Systems: Beginning Jan. 1, 2009, if a
person replaces 25 percent or more of the piping
between the tank and the dispenser, all of that UST
system’s connected piping that routinely conveys a
regulated substance under pressure must be fitted
with secondary containment and interstitial monitoring.

Under-Dispenser Containment: If a UST owner
installs or replaces a motor fuel dispenser that con-
nects to a UST on or after Jan. 1, 2009, under-dispenser
containment must be installed.

OPERATOR TRAINING
Beginning Aug. 9, 2012, UST owners must desig-

nate Class A, Class B, and Class C operators for all of
their active USTs. Each operator class has specific
training requirements:

Class A Operator 
This class of operator must be knowledgeable in all
administrative and technical requirements of UST
release detection and release prevention, including
notification, release detection, reporting, financial
responsibility, UST closure, delivery prohibition,
other UST performance standards, and the training
requirements for Class B and Class C operators.

Class B Operator
This class of operator must be knowledgeable
about specific requirements, including release
detection, reporting, delivery prohibition, other
UST performance standards, and the training
requirements for Class C operators.

Class C Operator
This class of operator must be knowledgeable
about initial response procedures associated with
an emergency caused by a UST release or suspected
release, including procedures for contacting Class
A or Class B operators and any emergency responder.

A Class A operator may train both Class B and
Class C operators; and a Class B operator may train
Class C operators. A UST owner may designate Class
A and Class B operators for USTs at more than one



facility. There must be at least one Class C operator
designated and on-site during normal operating hours
at “manned” facilities. A UST owner may designate
one or more persons as Class A, Class B, and Class C
operators for the UST(s) at any one facility.

Training is valid for at least one year and not more
than three years. After completion of training, docu-
mentation of that training must be maintained for at
least three years. This documentation must be avail-
able for ADEQ to inspect.

ADEQ will be developing rules with stakeholder
input to address several issues, including types of
training allowed, trainer qualifications, and format of
the required training documentation.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT HB 2425
HB 2425 can be viewed on the Secretary of State’s

Web site: 
www.azsos.gov/public_services/Chapter_Laws/2008/
48th_Legislature_2nd_Regular_Session/CH_218.pdf

If you would like more information, please contact: 

Nick Velasquez
Underground Storage Tank Inspections and 
Compliance Unit
1110 W. Washington St.
Phoenix, Arizona 85007
e-mail: nlv@azdeq.gov
(602) 771-4315 or 
toll free at (800) 234-5677 Ext. 771-4315
Hearing impaired persons call 
ADEQ's TDD line: (602) 771-4829
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