
Submit new 
application
(checklist)

Ground Water Section – Aquifer Protection Permitting 
New Facility and Significant Amendments
ARS Title 49, AAC R18-9, and AAC R18-1

Administratively 
Complete?
(Checklist) Send 

Administrative 
Completeness 

letter to applicant

Return submittal 
package to 

applicant with list  
of missing 

components

Applicant submits 
requested 
information

Yes

No

Engineering and 
Hydrologic substantive 

review 
(Eng – Mine & Industrial, 
Eng – WWTP & Hydro 

Checklists)

Any 
deficiencies?

Yes

Send deficiency 
letter to applicant

Applicant prepares 
and submits 
response to 

deficiency request 

Draft permit 
published for 

public comment
ADEQ Calendar

Public 
comments 
received

Hearing needed?
ADEQ Calendar

Review and 
respond to 
comments

Yes

Yes

Appeal 
received?

Appeal follows 
appeal process

Yes

No

Administrative Review Phase

Public Comment Period and Appeals

No

Substantive Review Phase

Total Permitting Time without appeal  (125 to 650 days) – The days provided are estimates of calendar days based on recently 
issued permits.  The time to permit is influenced by several factors including:  initial submittal quality, time of response to ADEQ 
requests for information, and ADEQ workload.

Hold public 
hearing

No

ADEQ makes a  
decision and 

issues the final 
invoice

Permit issued once final 
invoice is paid.

Yes – Project moved to substantive phase

Admin 
completeness 

determination result from 
meeting?

(Draft Agenda & 
Checklist)

No

Hold 
Substantive Review 

meeting?
(Draft Agenda)

No

Were all 
issues resolved to 

satisfaction?
Yes

No

Yes

ADEQ StepsApplicant Steps 

ADEQ/Applicant 
Interactive Steps 
to Reduce Permit 

Review Time

Applicant 
requests 

administrative review 
meeting?

No

Yes

Will this 
be the third

 letter?

No

Escalate unsettled issues to 
ADEQ Senior Management for 

discussion with applicant
Yes

No
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