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Community Input Helped ADEQ Write a Better Air Quality Permit 
for the Arizona Portland Cement Plant 

Residents living near the Arizona Portland Cement Company in Rillito should soon begin 
to breathe easier as a result of a new, tougher air quality permit issued recently by the 
Department of Environmental Quality. 

The new permit was developed with input from local community residents to consolidate 
several existing state air quality permits that have governed emissions limits on a wide 
range of operations at the plant since 1998.   

In developing the new permit we worked very closely with Rillito community residents 
over several months to resolve their concerns about pollution from the plant. The result is 
a permit that makes the plant much more accountable to its neighbors now and in the 
future. 

Initially, the company wanted to expand the facility, but based on meetings with 
community members and representatives from the company, we refused to allow the 
expansion at this time.  We will require any future expansion to undergo a rigorous new 
source review process, which would require the plant to upgrade its equipment with the 
best available pollution control technology. 

To address the short-term current operations, we issued a new permit in August that 
requires the company to install cameras at its property line to monitor visible emissions, 
to take additional steps to reduce dust around the facility, and to conduct additional 
testing for particulate matter and hazardous air pollutants.  We at ADEQ are also working 
on a plan to more closely monitor air quality at several locations in the community to 
provide additional assurance. 

Communities like Rillito have a vested interest in the quality of their water, soil and air.  
Quite rightfully, the residents of such communities also have an expectation that those 
charged with protecting their health and safety will be responsive to their environmental 
concerns.  
 
In this case, listening to those of you who live near the facility helped us write a better 
permit, and we are grateful for your input.   
 
Steve Owens 
ADEQ Director 


