ADEQ

Arlzona Department
of Environmental Quality

Press Release

1110 West Washington Street  *  Phoenix, Arizona 85007 «  azdeq.gov

DATE: May 10, 2012
CONTACT: Mark Shaffer, Director of Communications, (602) 771-2215 (0);
(480) 433-9551 (cell)

ADEQ Issues High Pollution Advisory in Yuma Area for
Friday as Ozone Levels Increase

PHOENIX (May 10, 2012) -- The Arizona Department of Environmental Quality is
issuing a High Pollution Advisory (HPA) for ozone for the Yuma area on Friday, May 11.

The HPA is being issued because of an increase in natural emissions of volatile organic
compounds in the Yuma area and meteorological conditions are moving ozone from
Southern California into southwestern Arizona.

“When coupled with the elevated temperatures and bright sunshine that we expect to see
over the next few days, it’s a recipe for ozone formation,” said ADEQ Air Quality
Division Director Eric Massey.

ADEQ recommends that children and adults with respiratory problems avoid outdoor
activities on Friday and suggests the general public limit outdoor activity throughout the
day.

Ground level ozone is formed by a chemical reaction that needs heat from sunlight,
nitrogen oxides and volatile organic compounds to form. The months of April through
September are the peak time in which higher levels of ozone are generated.

ADEQ provides a daily air quality forecast for the Yuma area at
http://www.azdeg.gov/environ/air/ozone/yumef.pdf . To subscribe to the Yuma daily air
quality forecast, go to https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/AZDEQ/subscriber/new,
enter your email address and check “Yuma Ensemble Forecast.”
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