TITLE 18. ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
CHAPTER 9. WATER POLLUTION CONTROL
ARTICLE 3. AQUIFER PROTECTION PERMITS - GENERAL PERMITS
PART A. GENERAL PROVISIONS

R18-9-A301. Discharging Under a General Permit
A. Discharging requirements.

4.

Type 4 General Permit. A person may discharge under a Type 4 General Permit if:

a. The discharge is authorized by and meets the applicable requirements of Article 3, Part A of this Chapter and the specific
terms of the Type 4 General Permit established in Article 3, Part E of this Chapter;

b.  The person files a Notice of Intent to Discharge under subsection (B);

c. The person satisfies any deficiency requests from the Department regarding the administrative completeness review and
substantive review, including any deficiency relating to the construction of the facility;

d.  The person receives a written Discharge Authorization from the Director before the facility discharges; and

e.  The person submits the applicable fee established in 18 A.A.C. 14 or according to A.R.S. 88 49-107 and 49-112.

R18-9-A309. General Provisions for On-site Wastewater Treatment Facilities
A. General requirements and prohibitions.

1.

2.

3.

No person shall discharge sewage or wastewater that contains sewage from an on-site wastewater treatment facility except under

an Aquifer Protection Permit issued by the Director.

A person shall not install, allow to be installed, or maintain a connection between any part of an on-site wastewater treatment

facility and a drinking water system or supply so that sewage or wastewater contaminates the drinking water.

A person shall not bypass or release sewage or partially treated sewage that has not completed the treatment process from an on-

site wastewater treatment facility.

A person shall not use a cesspool for sewage disposal.

A person constructing a new on-site wastewater treatment facility or replacing the treatment works or disposal works of an

existing on-site wastewater treatment facility shall connect to a sewage collection system if:

a.  One of the following applies:

i. A provision of a Nitrogen Management Area designation under R18-9-A317(C) requires connection;

ii. A county, municipal, or sanitary district ordinance requires connection; or

iili. The on-site wastewater treatment facility is located within an area identified for connection to a sewage collection
system by a Certified Area-wide Water Quality Management Plan adopted under 18 A.A.C. 5 or a master plan adopted
by a majority of the elected officials of a board or council for a county, municipality, or sanitary district; or

b. A sewer service line extension is available at the property boundary and both of the following apply:

i.  The service connection fee is not more than $6000 for a dwelling or $10 times the daily design flow in gallons for a
source other than a dwelling, and

ii. The cost of constructing the building sewer from the wastewater source to the service connection is not more than
$3000 for a dwelling or $5 times the daily design flow in gallons for a source other than a dwelling.

The Department shall prohibit installation of an on-site wastewater treatment facility if the installation will create an unsanitary

condition or environmental nuisance or cause or contribute to a violation of an Aquifer Water Quality Standard.

A person shall operate the permitted on-site wastewater treatment facility so that:

a. Flows to the facility consist of typical sewage and do not include any motor oil, gasoline, paint, varnish, solvent, pesticide,
fertilizer, or other material not generally associated with toilet flushing, food preparation, laundry, or personal hygiene;

b. Flows to the facility from commercial operations do not contain hazardous wastes as defined under A.R.S. § 49921(5) or
hazardous substances;

c. If the sewage contains a component of nonresidential flow such as food preparation, laundry service, or other source, the
sewage is adequately pretreated by an interceptor that complies with R18-9-A315 or another device authorized by a general
permit or approved by the Department under R18-9-A312(G);

d. Except as provided in subsection (A)(7)(c), a sewage flow that does not meet the numerical levels for typical sewage is
adequately pretreated to meet the numerical levels before entry into an on-site wastewater treatment facility authorized by
this Article;

e. Flow to the facility does not exceed the design flow specified in the Discharge Authorization;

f.  The facility does not create an unsanitary condition or environmental nuisance, or cause or contribute to a violation of either
a Aquifer Water Quality Standard or a Surface Water Quality Standard; and
Activities at the site do not adversely affect the operation of the facility.

A person shall control the discharge of total nitrogen from an on-site wastewater treatment facility as follows:

a. For an on-site wastewater treatment facility operating under the 1.09 General Permit or proposed for construction in a
Notice of Intent to Discharge under a Type 4 General Permit and the facility is located within a Nitrogen Management Area,
the provisions of R18-9-A317(D) apply;

b. For an on-site wastewater treatment facility proposed for construction in a Notice of Intent to Discharge under R18-9-E323,
the provisions of R18-9-E323(A)(4) apply;
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c. For a subdivision proposed under 18 A.A.C. 5, Article 4, for which on-site wastewater treatment facilities are used for
sewage disposal, the permittee shall demonstrate in the geological report required in R18-5-408(E)(1) that total nitrogen
loading from the on-site wastewater treatment facilities to groundwater is controlled by providing one of the following:

i.  For a subdivision platted for a single family dwelling on each lot, calculations that demonstrate that the number of lots
within the subdivision does not exceed the number of acres contained within the boundaries of the subdivision;

ii.  For asubdivision platted for dwellings that do not meet the criteria specified in subsection (A)(8)(c)(i), calculations that
demonstrate that the nitrogen loading over the total area of the subdivision is not more than 0.088 pounds (39.9 grams)
of total nitrogen per day per acre calculated at a horizontal plane immediately beneath the active treatment of the
disposal fields, based on a total nitrogen contribution to raw sewage of 0.0333 pounds (15.0 grams) of total nitrogen per
day per person; or

iii. An analysis by another means of demonstration showing that the nitrogen loading to the aquifer due to on-site
wastewater treatment facilities within the subdivision does not cause or contribute to a violation of the Aquifer Water
Quality Standard for nitrate at the applicable point of compliance.

9. Repairs.

a. A Notice of Intent to Discharge is not required for routine work that maintains a facility.

b.  The following work is not considered routine work and a Notice of Intent to Discharge is required:

i.  Converting a facility from operation only under gravity to one requiring a pump or other powered equipment for
treatment or disposal;

ii. Modifying or replacing a facility operating under the 1.09 General Permit with a different type of treatment or disposal
technology;

iii. Changing the treatment works or disposal works of a facility authorized under one or more Type 4 General Permits to a
technology covered by any other Type 4 General Permit;

iv. Extending the disposal works more than 10 feet beyond the footprint of the original disposal works;

v. Reconstructing any part of the disposal works in soil that is inadequate for the treated wastewater flow or strength;

vi. Expanding the footprint of the facility into or within setback buffers established in R18-9-A312(C);

vii. Reconstructing the disposal works so that it does not meet the vertical separation requirements specified in R18-9-
A312(E);

viii. Modifying a treatment works or disposal works to accommodate a daily design flow or waste load greater than the
daily design flow or waste load applicable to the original facility; or

iX. Replacing the treatment works.

c.  Components used in a repair shall meet the design, installation, and operational requirements of this Article.

d. A permittee shall comply with any local ordinance that provides independent permitting requirements for repair work.

e. A person shall not modify the facility so as to create an unsanitary condition or environmental nuisance or cause or

contribute to an exceedance of a water quality standard.

10. Cumulative flows. When there is more than one on-site wastewater treatment facility on a property or on a site under common
ownership or subject to a larger plan of sale or development, the Director shall determine whether an individual permit is
required or whether the applicant qualifies for coverage to discharge under a general permit based on the sum of the design flows
from the proposed installation and existing on-site wastewater treatment facilities on the property or site.

a.

b.
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If the sum of the design flows is less than 3000 gallons per day, the Department will process the application under R18-9-
E302 through R18-9-E322, as applicable.

If the sum of the design flows is equal to or more than 3000 gallons per day but less than 24,000 gallons per day, the
Department will process the application under R18-9-E323.

If the sum of the design flows is equal to or more than 24,000 gallons per day, the project does not qualify for coverage
under a Type 4 General Permit and the applicant shall submit an application for an individual permit under Article 2 of this
Chapter.
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