
TITLE 18. ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

CHAPTER 5. DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEWS AND CERTIFICATION 

ARTICLE 1. CLASSIFICATION OF WATER AND WASTEWATER FACILITIES AND CERTIFICATION OF OPERATORS 

R18-5-101. Definitions 
The terms in this Article have the following meanings: 

 “Collection system” means a pipeline or conduit, a pumping station, a force main, or any other device or appurtenance used to collect and 
conduct wastewater to a central point for treatment and disposal. 

 “Department” means the Department of Environmental Quality or its designated representative. 

 “Director” means the Director of the Department of Environmental Quality or the Director’s designated representative. 

 “Distribution system” means a pipeline, appurtenance, or device of a public water system that conducts water from a water source or 
treatment plant to consumers for domestic or potable use. 

 “Facility” means a water treatment plant, wastewater treatment plant, distribution system, or collection system. 

 “Industrial waste” means the liquid, gaseous, or solid waste produced at an industrial operation. 

 “Public water system” has the same meaning prescribed in A.R.S. § 49-352. 

 “Wastewater” means sewage, industrial waste, and all other waterborne waste that may pollute any lands or waters of the state. 

 “Wastewater treatment plant” means a process, device, or structure used to treat or stabilize wastewater or industrial waste and dispose of the 
effluent. 

 “Water treatment plant” means a process, device, or structure used to improve the physical, chemical, or biological quality of the water in a 
public water system. 

ARTICLE 4. SUBDIVISIONS 

R18-5-401. Definitions 
In this Article unless the context otherwise requires: 

1. “Approved” or “approval” means approved in writing by the Department. 
2. “Condominium” means a subdivision established as a horizontal property regime pursuant to A.R.S. § 33-551 et seq. 
3. “Department” means the Department of Environmental Quality or its designated representative. 
4. “Garbage” means putrescible animal and vegetable wastes resulting from the handling, preparation, cooking and consumption of food. 
5. “Refuse” means all putrescible and nonputrescible solid wastes (except body wastes), including garbage, rubbish, ashes, street cleanings, dead 

animals, abandoned automobiles, and solid market and industrial wastes. 
6. “Subdivision” has the meaning defined in A.R.S. § 32-2101. 

 
R18-5-402. Approval of plans required 

A. No subdivision or portion thereof shall be sold, offered for sale, leased or rented by any corporation, company or person, or offered to the 
public in any manner, and no permanent building shall be erected thereon until plans and specifications for the water supply, sewage disposal 
and method of garbage disposal to be provided in or to serve such subdivision shall have been submitted to and approved by the Department. 

B. The plans of any proposed water supply and sewage disposal system shall be submitted in quadruplicate on a plat of the subdivision as 
recorded, or as will be recorded, in the office of the county recorder. 
 
R18-5-403. Application for approval 

A. An application for approval, prepared in duplicate on forms furnished by the Department, shall be filed at the time the plans are submitted for 
approval. The form shall be completely filled out unless indicated otherwise. 

B. The distance to the nearest public water supply main and to a sewer main of a municipal or community system shall be given. 
 
R18-5-404. Size of lots 
The minimum size lot approved by the Department will be governed largely by the area necessary for the safe accommodation of individual 
wells and/or sewage disposal systems. Where both the water supply and sewage disposal system must be developed on the same lot, the 
minimum size shall be at least one acre, excluding streets, alleys and other rights-of-way. Where water from a central system is provided for 
residential uses, the lot shall be sufficient to accommodate the sewage disposal system and provide for at least 100 percent expansion of the 
system based on a four-bedroom house within the bounds of the property allowing a minimum of five feet distance to the property lines. 
Where lots are zoned for commercial uses, the lot shall be sufficient to accommodate the sewage disposal system and provide for at least 100 
percent expansion of the system within the bounds of the property allowing a minimum of five feet distance to the property lines. 



 
R18-5-405. Responsibility of subdivider 
Where plans for a subdivision include a public water supply system, or public sewerage system, it shall be the responsibility of the subdivider 
to provide the facilities to each lot in the subdivision prior to human occupancy. The installation of such facilities shall be in accordance with 
plans, or any revisions thereof, approved by the Department. 
 
R18-5-406. Public water systems 

A. Where water from an approved public water system is proposed for use in a subdivision, the inside diameter, length, and location of all 
proposed and existing water mains and valves necessary to serve each and every lot shall be shown on the subdivision plat. If the existing 
main to which a connection will be made is not immediately adjacent to the property, the direction and distance shall be indicated on the plat 
by an arrow or other suitable means. 

B. A letter shall be obtained and submitted with the application for approval of the subdivision from responsible officials of the water system 
indicating that an agreement has been reached to supply water to each individual lot in the subdivision. 

C. Where the owner of a subdivision, or other interested person, firm, company or corporation, proposes to develop a source or sources of supply 
and to construct a distribution system to furnish water to the subdivision, either free or for charge, complete details of the proposed water 
system including plans and specifications shall be furnished. Department approval of the supply and proposed system shall first be obtained 
before an approval for the sale of lots will be granted. The installation of such facilities shall be in accordance with the plans, and any 
revisions thereof, approved by the Department. 

D. Proposed water supply and distribution systems shall comply with A.A.C. Title 18, Chapter 4, Article 2, except those distribution lines which 
are a common element of a condominium shall be exempt from A.A.C. R18-4-234. 

E. Where water from an approved public water system is proposed for use in a subdivision, the Department shall issue a Certificate of Approval 
for Sanitary Facilities for a Subdivision only if the applicant has complied with subsections (A) and (B) of this Section and the public water 
system is either: 

1. in compliance with the provisions of A.A.C. Title 18, Chapter 4, Article 2; or 
2. making satisfactory progress toward compliance with the provisions of A.A.C. Title 18, Chapter 4, Article 2 under a schedule approved by the 

Department. 
F. The Department shall revoke the Certificate of Approval for Sanitary Facilities for a Subdivision and notify the Department of Real Estate of 

such action if the public water system in use by the subdivision is creating an environmental nuisance pursuant to A.R.S. § 49-141 and is 
neither: 

1. is compliance with the provisions of A.A.C. Title 18, Chapter 4, Article 2; nor 
2. making satisfactory progress toward compliance with the provisions of A.A.C. Title 18, Chapter 4, Article 2 under a schedule approved by the 

Department. 
 
R18-5-407. Public sewerage systems 

A. Where a public sewerage system is already in existence, or if sewers are proposed and have been approved by the Department, it shall be 
necessary to show lines indicating the approximate location and size of the sewers on the subdivision plat. 

B. Where the proposed sewers will connect to an existing public sewerage system, a letter from officials of the system shall be required stating 
that acceptable plans have been submitted and that the subdivider has been granted permission to connect to and become a part of the public 
sewerage system. 

C. Proposed sewage disposal facilities shall comply with A.A.C. Title 18, Chapter 9, Article 8, except those drain lines which are a common 
element of a condominium shall be exempt from R18-5-811. 

D. Where a public sewerage system is already in existence, or if sewers are proposed and have been approved by the Department, the 
Department shall issue a Certificate of Approval for Sanitary Facilities for a Subdivision only if the applicant has complied with subsections 
(A) and (B) of this Section and the public sewerage system is either: 

1. in compliance with the provisions of A.A.C. Title 18, Chapter 9, Article 8; or 
2. making satisfactory progress toward compliance with the provisions of A.A.C. Title 18, Chapter 9, Article 8 under a schedule approved by the 

Department. 
E. The Department shall revoke the Certificate of Approval for Sanitary Facilities for a Subdivision and notify the Department of Real Estate of 

such action if the public sewerage system in use by the subdivision is creating an environmental nuisance pursuant to A.R.S. § 49-141 and is 
neither: 

1. In compliance with the provisions of A.A.C. Title 18, Chapter 9, Article 8; nor 
2. Making satisfactory progress toward compliance with the provisions of A.A.C. Title 18, Chapter 9, Article 8 under a schedule approved by 

the Department. 
 
R18-5-408. Individual sewage disposal systems 

A. Recommendations are found in the engineering bulletins of the Department and such additional requirements as may be provided by local 
health departments to assist in approval regarding the design, installation and operation of individual sewage disposal systems. Copies of 
these bulletins may be obtained from the Department. 

B. Where soil conditions and terrain features or other conditions are such that individual sewage disposal systems cannot be expected to function 
satisfactorily or where groundwater or soil conditions are such that individual sewage disposal systems may cause pollution of groundwater, 
they are prohibited. 

C. Where such installations may create an unsanitary condition or public health nuisance, individual sewage disposal systems are prohibited. 



D. The use of cesspools is prohibited. 
E. Where an individual sewage disposal system is proposed, the following conditions shall be satisfied: 
1. A geological report shall be made by an engineer, geologist or other qualified person. The geological report shall include results from 

percolation tests and boring logs obtained at locations designated by the county health departments. There shall be a minimum of one 
percolation test and boring log per acre, or one percolation test and boring log per lot where lots are larger than one acre, except when it can 
be shown by submission of other reliable data that soil conditions are such that individual disposal systems could reasonably be expected to 
function properly on each lot in the proposed subdivision. The Department may require additional tests when it deems necessary. The 
approval of a subdivision, based upon such reports, shall not extend to the plat if it is further subdivided or lot lines are substantially 
relocated. 

2. Results of all tests shall be submitted to the Department and the local health department for review and approval of the subdivision for the use 
of individual sewage disposal systems. 

3. Such approval must be obtained in writing from the local health department and a copy of the approval shall be submitted to the Department 
with the subdivision application for approval. 
 
R18-5-409. Refuse disposal 

A. The storage, collection, transportation and disposal of refuse and other objectionable wastes shall be governed by A.A.C. Title 18, Chapter 8, 
Article 5. 

B. Where an approved community or private refuse collection service is available, arrangements shall be made to have this service furnished to 
the subdivision. A letter, from the community or private collection company, stating that the collection service will be made available to the 
subdivision, is required. 

C. Where refuse collection service is not available, it will be the responsibility of the subdivider to notify each purchaser or tenant that the 
hauling of all refuse is an individual responsibility and that all refuse must be properly stored pending removal and disposed of at disposal 
areas specified in the plan approved by the Department. 

D. Where a collection service or an existing approved disposal area is not available to the subdivision, a plan approval will not be granted unless 
a separate disposal area is provided by the subdivider or arrangements are made to utilize a new, conveniently located disposal area. Such 
arrangements shall include, but not be limited to, the written permission of the person responsible for the operation of the new site. 
 
R18-5-410. Condominiums 

A. New water distribution lines and new wastewater drain lines which are to be used as a common element of a condominium and are not under 
the ownership and control of a public utility shall be constructed in accordance with applicable provisions of the Uniform Plumbing Code 
adopted by reference in A.A.C. R9-1-412(D), including the minimum standards for construction contained therein. 

B. Plans to be submitted shall include inside diameter, length and location of all proposed and existing common usage water distribution lines 
and inside diameter, length, slope and location of all proposed and existing common usage wastewater drain lines necessary to serve each and 
every unit. Plans and specifications should be submitted with sufficient detail to indicate compliance with subsection (A) above. 

C. Appropriate sections of the covenants shall be submitted that indicate adequate provisions have been made for the maintenance of water 
distribution lines and wastewater drain lines in common usage. 

D. Approval of existing housing to be converted to condominiums is conditioned upon the water distribution system and wastewater drainage 
system being: 

1. Approved in writing at the time of original construction by the local building inspection authority, or 
2. Currently operating under a permit issued by a local building inspection authority, or 
3. Certified to be adequate by an Arizona registered professional engineer who has affixed his signature and seal to as-built plans submitted for 

approval. 
 
R18-5-411. Violations 
Any person, firm, company or corporation who offers for sale, lease or rent any tract of land contrary to these regulations shall be prosecuted 
in accordance with A.R.S. § 49-142 or as otherwise may be provided by law. 
 


